
The University of Chicago Committee on Japanese Studies presents
The 2011 Tetsuo Najita Distinguished Lecture in Japanese Studies

by Nobukuni Koyasu

The author of more than twenty books, Nobukuni Koyasu, Professor Emeritus of Osaka University, is one of the 
best-known and most influential intellectual historians in Japan. In a series of works on early modern intellectual 
discourse including Ogyu Sorai as “Event” (Jiken toshire no Soraigaku, 1990), Theories of Ghosts and Spirits: The 
Discourse of Confucian Intellectuals (Kishinron: Juka chishikijin no diskuru, 1992), What is the “Norinaga Prob-
lem?” (Norinaga mondai to ha nanika?, 1995), and The World of Hirata Atsutane (Hirata Atsutane no sekai, 2001), 
Professor Koyasu revitalized the study of early modern intellectual history through his engagement with contem-
porary critical theory, his careful, close readings of the texts themselves, and his concern for rethinking its signifi-
cance for Japanese modernity. He is also a prominent public intellectual, who has written widely on contemporary 
political issues including Japanese nationalism, the Yasukuni Shrine controversy, and the legacy of the Showa era 
and World War II for contemporary Japan.  

The Tetsuo Najita Distinguished Lecture series was launched in 2007 by the Japan Studies Committee to honor the 
legacy of Tetsuo Najita, Robert S. Ingersoll Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of History and of East Asian 
Languages and Civilizations, and his contribution to the University of Chicago during his long career. This free pub-
lic lecture will be presented in Japanese with simultaneous English translation. Reception following. 

For additional information visit http://ceas.uchicago.edu. If you require assistance to fully participate in this event, 
please contact Sarah Arehart (sarehart@uchicago.edu) or 773-702-2715. 

October 4, 2011
5:00pm

Swift Hall, 3rd Fl. Lecture Room
1025 E. 58th St.

Chicago, IL. 60637
No RSVP required.
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