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Bt was hasd o ell whether e was b 190 SATCISINE g
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Ity becawne 1 know | woa't ceally Jose 3 t'ﬂ.rvg even of

I walk away fzom twerty-six years of marrsage.” Yuko sgid

with a gran
Rather tham smile back, Mikas turned abrupely sway,

Yuko dn:mwd her eyes 00 the eable. She saw thae the 1.

angle of survhine had shifted, and het finger was now covered |

m ‘hl\if

SIXTEEN YEARS LATER,
IN THE SAME PLACH

Hideo Funikawa

Translaced by Michael Emumerich

I I-_w GO your onvey what roof riles are like to somecsse
from 2 culoure without roof tiles? Sute., you cam give 2

dictronary explasation- sy they've molded feom clay, dried.

fired in 2 kilo and pat on the roof of j.\'uf house. ] .‘t‘_.f cotmwe
e varsous shapes: slabs faad down i cows: half erlinders you
Use 00 Cover the seams. You suume they meust have oryinated
m China and then made therr way to Japan. One thousand,
four hundred years a0, someone brought back reof tiles
o Japan as a new “techaaque” and ever sance they've been 2
sandard clement 1n the traditional 1 Japuncse house, In other
words, they've yust up thete, on bu .!:.\jx And mow here they

&Zrna '-r on the ground s sy fect. A miniatuee ssountas
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at the odpe of the garden, covered by 2 plastic sheet. Damn
Who'd hawe thosghe 1'd ever find mpsell kocking dovw 3t ro0d
cides? And outsade the from doo, guant tade wath 2 face on n
same soct of beast, specially fired~ciles like thes are placed
st the caves 23 decocanons. It Jooks ke 2 soct of adorable
dragon Maybe of I waad ot's hike a gargoyle i Goehic archare
ture, that would help people imagee what I'm tallueg show

[he beast looks like 2's guarding the door to my pucersy’
house, or maybe like it's Jooking for peotection, for sheker,
and our home & the shelter t’s running to

Our Bome. The house whese | grew s | Baven't been
back for apes—a whaole year? | open the doce, call in, Hells)
' back! My wife: Hello! My mocher and sster-an-law coeme
out to welcome us, grimeseg. As [ step up From the doorway
ipto the vestabale, T eyer ace drawn to an indentation in
the Hcce, but it doean’t sop there. Two of the four walls
i the entry ase . . . how 10 Fut this e ‘ i o
“What the

this, %' thes » awful™ I'm sayung, Poats exposed every-

1™ 1 chink. in 2 vocal scet of way, “Look

where, beazsa overbead hall lost in shadows because they
Were Sever meant o be seen. .\-"_p 1'».1'»” and my nn"e ite
talking sow, exchanging greecings, “lan't it7” my sister-m

law answers . “And look at this, and thae. And over here,
oo, There i 2 touch of cxtatement 1 hetr vouce. T his was
the kand of thing you'd waret 2o share, | could see thae. Right
after the quake, she says, the sky was visble theough the roof
I realize wich a shock thae T can pecvure . | knew the town
authormies had declared the hose “half destroved,” and oy
parerts had told me over the p‘; sove about the fallen walls, e
it had never occurred 10 me that i would ook like s chae
here in a sill-habsrable howse there mighe be gaping holes,

emptiness, Not st ooe wall, bat two, gose

T S Bl el N .
o the vestibule had \--.lnruﬂx they would've cosnted it as

" - , )
totally destroped,” and then we would have been elipble for

O -'_v}wnn_\x o, ’ n‘:.' uMer- .‘.-l)n SR,

Sensounly)” & all 1 can manage. foo had Muarbe that's
what | ought to have saadl My suister-in-luaw searts telling me
abost the neighboex” houses, the damage they sulfered. She
has & lot she wanes to talk abour.

0 do my mother and my father. My father has prob
fems with has legs, 50 | R0 11 to talk with hiss in coe of the
Racens v Pae—

JApanese-style rocena, He s (c..lh ETInMMng, too, Bz hold o
what's this business about "one of the Japanese-style rooms™?

& ) 5 e “ .
If a howse in Japan has fapanese-style tiles on the roof, s
obwicusly pot to be * Japancae architecture,” yer the vestbale

|
u ‘Q > » ' .. - '

L 4 r" 'wo XYll“--la' i Das LW 4 .".’."Jhll‘}( \kn'fr"
ltrl. and n falt !':c howuse -_‘:x'm': hawve a” r!u: ERATY POOMms
with tatams floces. These are the Japanese-style rooms, and

, £arhh : ’ . Y
my father 13 in one of them, My wife sad ) kneel, talk with
my facher, mother, and sister-in-faw. formally marking the
. , 7
fact of our Pelurn, our }v-n’j (-.\ﬂhﬂ’. u‘ni l:“n: my wfe u).]

- P g
| po over to the Boddhin alae. We bBaht incense and pray
Defore sy grandmoches’s photograph. Next we stand and 2O
ower 1o peay 2 che small Suneo alar, clapeing theee times
Scemetimes | pet mixed W You're noe supeosed to clap ar a

LI v a '
Boddhat altar, bet 23 I'm remembening my grandmother. as
my emmotzons get the better of me. [ catch movself sactang 1
| ‘
clap | realize now cthat may be 2 litthe odd how we've made

1: < {
beeh Boddbaimn and Shingo part of our lives

L. »

My father, sy wife, and 1 each hawe a beer. It's Berween
ten aad cleven in che morsing, My wife and | are stning unti
evening,

- 4 -
It is cur wedding ansevessary this darp—this day in May

-5 . . .
2cee. Ordinaeily we do something to celebeate the occasion
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but the prevous year | was sway, on 2 hnly ‘ﬂg P o
texioo City, working on 4 project foc & saagaiine and so

onsr fifeeerth anniversacy had passed wirhout our marking i,
[hen is out sxteenth annVeNacy. What o do? | :u;h\-\lnl w
spend 2 night &= the hotel where we were marned.

We live in Tokvo now, but we had the wedding in the
sown where | was boen.

Vv homsetown » abows two hundred kilometers [rom
Tokyo as the crow s

'..\--ur.‘ln good,” my wife had said. We'd had this con
vessation toward the end of .’\pnl On May 5, TEPCO sad
& hod detersmined that sixteen hourn after the casthquake,
Reactee t & the Fukushima Ds xha suclear plant had a core
mekdown. O May 24, the company said it data indicated
that the cores of Reacton 2 and 1 had melved down, too. It
had all lu;r_,-rw-{ months ago. And once 4 reactor coee reelty
Jomn, # doesn't mek back vp

So what are we y,-H\-ud to do?

| ‘pu'u with =y father over the ;Jmm Late in Masch. My
homesows @ #n Fukushima  Peefecture, and i had expen
enced shocks that N’)Zulﬂt“l pant undet & on the Racher “-;},
The quake knocked over the gravestone wiere (e DAY o
out ancestocs were carved, along with the vises and ncense
holders and all the sest. My father sd he wanted to have
the grave repaired. “Leave the dead alone for a while, lhn:li
woderstand.” 1 said. “Tirst, the living showld take care of the
lum,;.' My fasuly was goeeg o need cash; aswy ”-)-jl.‘l‘.' they
spent should go 1o the Iming. And yet . .. ur.i_ yet, Our ances
toes weee bunied in that gnwwrd—-»k(s of them, there in

that seed, in chat town. People are cresamed mow, of course, 20

«'s only their askes that are bursed, but ureil faiely recently 3

\

N YEARS LA I
our ascestors bodies had gone wto the ground these. And
cotme to thunk of = i wasn t hike the dead could take shel
ser amywhere else. The graveyard was their shelter. Forever
1 hamn

After we hawe 2 few beers, oy wife and my meeher and |
take 3 walk arcund the property. My sater-an-law returss to
ber Farmework, The bore stcechouse has been seniomly dam
sped. There are greeshouses on the hill behind the house,
Nlnu and ;;hs:n.-, they doa't look oo bad. | fedd celieved 1o
see that. The mmall shrine to the famuly pod s atill atand-
g That's what you thank. It was in peeces, all over the
ground!”™ my mocher says. “Your beother rebunk " My
brocher is working, so we havens seen him yet

The famaly ‘3“"1 All the dead of the Furukawa “"house”
menged, became 3 magle, collective ancestral derty. Wouldn
make mexch sense Lo ;-f\,\}'k who think Boddhises s the only
eelspron e Japan, | suppose

From a Boddhist perspective, our ancestors are oo the
graveyard.

From 2 Shinto penapective, they're here beband the house,
s the ﬂu-'t.

But abows vy boogher’s work, And about the Barowork
my sster-en-law i dosng, and al] those greenhouses we've Just
wapected, My father had started 3 shutake farm, and now
tmry beother has taken 2 over. Most of Y \}uUl..n! memo
ries are of the woods, overgromn and dack, wich lines of logs
planted with shiitake spores, There were wild bamboo par
tradges, and | once saw 2 goegeous pheasant. I'd watch aquur-
teks bickering with crows i the trees, shudder ot the sl
of the grare shags, enjoy the cruel game of yln.'n ng Uhe thin

legs off tall spiders. There was a canal. and a ghoomy well
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Last year, my beocher stopped gromag d!.llt.'.'lf .:4'1 r.r;uul
l.’\'\ outade aead sweched to sawdust blocks that rl‘ plarey
*-;l:. spotes i the grrrn':«-_nu This decimce turned out 2o
have ‘_';fll foctuatous when, one day in -'\j.cll - -..'\'..Y!l M, 4
coune——shitake grown » Fukushima uneg “open-asr oul
civation methods” (meaning logs 1n the woods) were hanned
in 3 doces anies, 1owns, and nillages after radmoactave Coveam
was found in samples of the mushrooms. The facr cha lf"
faesdly had escaped the ban pee my mund a ease, & :lru: foe
the time being——thomgh at the same time, | felt Bad for che
other shitake Barmers

Even of my farmuly's busaness had been u!'uc-:. the resuks
of the samplang indicated that radioactave hilm.n Was Copes
2o the woods. My own memonies have been ;n,).r:d

A.\f\' wife and | walk alose in ssother anea wrth moer
groenhouses,

‘Look. tomatoes!” try wife exclamme

Later. v sisterdndaw oells us they have starmed growng

E |
N ~ X 2 oo
cherry totatoes a8 2 bt It bezta s .dlk 00 hear those

About a2 mosth eaclier, my sater-n law's Eather had dwed
;;c'z.ur wddenkly. Since we've boen away 30 long, we obwioaaly
’.’Iamr.:'( had 2 chance to burn iacense foe him, So m'\,. snsles
in-lase, vy wifie, and 1 go o sy sister-in-law's ;‘urnm hotuse,
It is sill early in the aftermoon, My uster-us-daw has gotten
10 A stoppeng yh.t in her work. By now I've consumed quste
ew beers,
2 My ssster-in-law’s father’s ;}m(-r!'_“;\h srands ca the altar
For the second time this day, my wife and | place our ralm

sogether to peay. | pray deeply.

4 NYLARS U

Then we hawe tea. We ealk With my sister-in-law's fam .
—— & . 33 o ’
Whae'll you do with the paddies thes veae?™ | ak.

“We'ee going abead with chems, samne ax always.

“You'te posng to ;Carr them?”

“"That's the rlu-.“

Bur what of thes protubse rice planoing?™ TH

o sond was
!\.\}un:' by radscactive fallout, afver 2ll: ehere would be moee

HUPeCtons, n fm,p by the pe

clecrural aad national govern
mwnts

"Even if they do, we doa't have any chosce™

SOMTIMmes toy © steran-law Jnswers MY QUesIoE, SOMme-

fimes s somecee elw from the famady. Every so often on

wife asks 3 Question teo.
"Paddies po bad if vees don't ;-hm them.”

o . . o
¥ou have to il the sexl, Bood &, grow the sice.

Otherwise the land goes bady™

“That's FgnL 3 woukdn't e of any we for farmun

It doesn’s matter whether we can o

from TEPCO later Eaher way, we have to plaret the paddies
. .

[
Axrn ¢ -"i‘(nu:m’v

Even knowing they might newer hasvest the rice, or be able
S

\(..' it
Wos. Thoe hadn® occurred to me

he t]un; 15, most of us around Bere, we like farmung ™

“Farm 'pr"'s bard, of course”

“Canng for living things, harvesting them

- 5 . " -
s ot casy, But we like n.

50 N0 o' POLN Lo tell us vo stop, to aluar

wdon our land ™
X course not, they sgree,

I]\() \a’(l"{ :'()'L'{)f. f"ifh‘f‘.k

Mroeg | hear the prade i their vosces. My wife and | say pood
bye; pat cutmade the BT We Sop and ook at the frebd acroms the

Mot ] he WIS ke LTow }' "."F‘!’KJ"L‘L \ Oman i 1;\:"1'
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1 chothes 1 tending to them. A whte 0 ‘ N

s stomache=the famuly pet, presumably. The cat secma to be

3 ] f -
keeoing a0 eye oo the woman as it cheans itacll. Afternoon s
s;ul s o over ﬁt!}(}ler;,

Damn, thas place is beastahe

My sister-in-law drives us back to the house——my famnaly's
A b al '

howse. Fimally | am able to see my brother. He's nine yeas
P

obder than mse. We open beens and say bowpa, though my

swthe of ) (14 Iters) thae be's
!|r|-(l|(: h‘\ ] !‘11:‘ ol \lk( wanng |

saved a'-rr-zl{'.' to welcoase mw wife and me. H:p;'.s Affe-

! . A <1 I
versary!” he sy My suster-sn-law, my mother, and my
<

.
father join us around the table. 1t's covered with plates of

" toes fTom
wakted cucusshers, stewed vr):e.‘l!'.-n cherry tomatc

the garden, and boasto sashimi. We each have a single-

’ i f <h sv SO oo, One
MIVIDG pauu.;r of sushi from the grocery stoce, [ \
=341L ' '
f the family's two cats wanders in and gets a fow litch
' vl '
. . ok
scraps of sashimi. I'd heard how panicked the cats wer

on the day of the u:rlupuht oae didn’t come hotme unsl

k ! MEYH,
the next morning, aad then it just bad andet the o

crembling The hotatm was still in use oo March 11, because

winter badn't guste ¢ oo = 3
. N T / verid
Afrer that. there i 2 cake with "1 h.(-‘,f.. wth Anniversary

} The ¢ werpeise. | realioe
whticn OB i1 In chocolate. The cake = 2 F

] Is I ] ung ack
that ducing one of sy calls I'd said we'd be comang

13 : h = i the S
becaune it was out Bfteenth anneversary, 30 Uhe M ake mnt

o
merrdoer 13 1y .nll Not that of matvers, In the evens 2\ w

n(p.‘r%

.
' ¢ i el i 2l
sy sister comes by, too. She's six yrars older than G

. I .
hives with her hashand about sen kiloeseters away from here]

s 1. T het)
_11.)?-. by \.'.- brocher and his wife's st 300 g

TEEN YLARS LATE ME SAME P A .
L

they hawve 2 n(uwlvnp fazess. Their st awbernes are very, very

gx-.\.‘. " hey Barve nice paddies, toa

s your hushand gosng to \hm the paddies?” T ask.
T assurne a0 oy suter u;hc-. "He says be doesn't caor
whae :hq sy, he'll grow enough for e to eat, It wont kill "
One resident of Fubushima Prefectese has cotnmnted
suscade, dnven 10 despair by whae the fallout was dotng to

the crops—or rather by the damage being dome by rumass
cren f‘ﬁ- e the fallout could have as effect That was in laze
March, That news hure, § Especially since the name of the area
where my sister and her hushund live wis sentione | = the
(t..”!h.
“Yeak, he was a ftserd of ours.” Y MSLET Saa.
| remessber the mood then, in late March when ot seermned
Fukudhima mught be abandoned, cur off a1 if 1t were 20 lan-

get cven pagt of lq'xn

I'm poetty drunk by the time my sistes-in-dow drives us to
the h:ul Our botel, It is én town, and the feed ng there 1
S (‘x ang like it & dn the countryssde where ey Eaenily bives. |

ave all kinds of memanes of the bustling area sround the
traen stanon from my pumor high and high school dayx, 10
even though 1 am ¢ oy | sappest that we RO out for raseen,
We wander the nugaetime steeets. A few drops of rain beyen

o fall. We don't have uobeellas. Wh nacever, who cares It's
a $hock 0 see scars of the carthquake everywhese we ook,
even now, after all these marehe. An secade that wsed o be
hotne o the baggpest bookstoee 1n noctheasten Japan has beens
taken over by seedy masage patlon and bars. That's 2 shock.

too, Hete and thepe we see posters that peochiim “Fukushima
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Farever!™ and “We Dot Giwe Up in Fokushima!”
GLysCape shines, trembding, alistening u the raun,

We end up not having ramen, afver all

We go back to the hotel and immediately shower, ity
wife. then me. Conumon sefie Became our exposute 10 Che
cains carnes wih & the danger of exposure o radsoactivity
Ihen we sieep Sixtocn: Pears Mmce we wWeey maseied. Sexteen
vears lager, in the same place Coogratulations, deac. Coo-
;.'Jh‘.l:’.i-'hl o you, O

Thank vou.

The nest morpang, s pouning We check ont of the hotel
and gt 2 tax) oxpade the obby

“Where ase you from)’ the drover aska

o ,\’l"'\‘-,h 1 sy

“Welcome 10 the Radioactive Caty.

Jast then, | remember something bt coudd have come to
me anytsme, Dag 1 COmes 1o me oW Ir's something 1've read
in the paper about an artacle in the Bewsh jossnal Nanwr
# could take amy where from several dozen yeass 10 3 o
tury for Reactor s & the Fulkashima Daiichi plamt o be fully
decoenmissioned. If it takes caly tharty or focty years, 1 cugin
still be alive when it happens. My wile, too. Bat of it takes 2
century? :? v.nt.c‘ e, a8 1 ean Dock !l‘t .'1!'-. lf'.»l, l"'n et
e
No. it doest just strike me, | wndeensand. Noae of ws willl be
here thea

]?lf “7r‘r| Yoo ‘u the raan A‘JJI.

wing 8o be beee then, and ne ither will sy wife, mor the drver.

THE CROWS AND THE GIRL

-
-

Brother & Sister Niskioka

Ttanslated lf.' Alfred Birnbaum
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Tearsnlated by l(!."f\“\' Hunter

he town thae Machiko spere part of ber girlhood in was
devoured by the ocean

It was Friday afteencon. Just as she was putting the Galy'
Dy dolls—which she had lazily left 0w for 3 week after the
’v.\'d;j.'~— back into ther wooden bowes ueei] s was time to
.lns;\'gj.' them Again next year she felk 3 cremendous shan!'_.
moce powerful than any she'd ever experenced,

Later she learned chat 1 had been uu,;.'.lu-'n: Q.0 It was
certainly frghtening, with the entire apurtment baalding
swayieg from sde to sde, bot the momene she swiched on
the televisicn, her coecerns about possible damage w Tokyo
3 quuv._?

A map of Japom was on the screen. [t showed numbess indi-

cating the quake’s magneude, chstered around the Toboke
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asea, and moments later, rePOrts On taunamis appnrt-i The
coastal aresxs where 3 "Gaane Tounami Warning”™ was i effect
were outlined = eed. The sed covered the entire Pacific coase-
line, from Kanto chrough Tohoks and up to Flokkaids, The
anncuncer saxd that some afeas were expected to be hit by
tsunkenes moee than three mevers high. Of cocse she had seen
“Tounami Alert” and " Twnaon Warsieg," but in her nearly
Bty yrams, this was her fiest “Geast Trunami Warning®

T8 predacted height of the tsunami hooestly dudn't regas-
ter with Ber, but her gare as she watched the TV was drawn
to & single pont on the map

The vowan she'd Bved 1n was in the red 20ee. She had spern
ber fosarth grade-—from Apel of one year 0 March of the
sext-—an & town by the seashoee, where her father's compasy
had rransfersed bhim. The town had 3 lazpe harbor, Glled
with fishing boats, and you could hear the cnes of seapalls
throughout the town, from meening o o wht.

Flaw dout bt & tamond bt These tsssami WMDINGS were
wiially gast 2 mateer of form, really, and later you'd laugh
and say, “Well, her was 3 bot of fuss oves nothing, waan't ™
The warning would be called off. the map of Japan would
dsappear from the TV screen, the peogram that had been
incerrupeed would pick up where 2 had Lft off and life
would go on as usaal, She peaped thar woudd be the case agan
that tume -

Bz the counam did hat dhe town, past 25 had been warsed.
Unlcke the warming, however, it was not three meters in
Roght. A wall of water over ten meters tall ywepe ower the
town, washung several kilomesens inland

18 actual evere was shown oo TV several days later. It
had been shot from the roof of the building housing the local

42 1 HARM =

fahermen’s msocution. A lampe fshing boat mooeed in the

Barbor had mdden the wase a3 & swepe over the seamall and

,p{d doram 2 acreet alongsade the building Cars were casried

wezy. The rooly and pillass and walls of homes crushed by
the wive wese thrown inland with unimagmable force, and
then pulled out 1o sea xs the wave withdrew. The ndeo didn’t
show it, bet bundreds of people were also engulfed in the
wive.

You could hear the shouts and moans of the young man
who wis holding the camera. After the wawe had et
(!‘m.g"- the o and was tt(rdm; 0 AN OWEIrPOMTIIng Yor-
tex to the sea, his moans changed to sobs. Toward the end,
pethaps becsae he was weepsng, the camera shook wolendy,
As the lems whepped seound, it caaght 3 momentary grmgee
of the sky. The heavy gray douds ower the nocthern town
werre il the color of winter.

Neasly focty yeaes had possed since Machdko had lived
there. Met fazmaly had moved arcund 2 lot when she was a prl.
Each nume her faches, who weeked i the seafood industry,
was transfecred to & new post, the estire fanuly pulled up
stakes and went with him. As 2 macter of course, each time
they mowed she tranderred to 3 new school, Nowadays 2 man
on temporary asupranent would probably ive on his own =
an aparcmens, Jeaving bas famady behind and bas children
school, but in those days the fam by staped vogether under oee
roof, no matter what,

Having trasafesred to 30 many new schools, she was quite
used to saying goodive to her classenates and having expens-
enced s0 many farewells, she casly forpot them.

'he same Bad been true of her Friends an thas 1own. While
she had contszued to exchange New Year’s cands with a few
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of them o theough jessoe high, over timne their connection
faded sasurally, and she had no coetact wieh any of them
now. In fact, she couldn’t eves rememder them, So when she
heard the report that s peogie were killed or o saing, she
coukdnt picture the face of even » sungle obd school friend.

I wonder f there's u-unhm; wrong with me.” she sasd to
her lrnband and cdheldeen. is s frechal, spalogetic tone

“What do you expect?” her husband said. "It was so g
ago. We had 2 boy who tramsfeered into my fourth-prade
class and left after 3 year, too. [ never e hasm again, and |
certanly doa't remember his face, ether” '

I i bothers you so much, Mom. why doa't you make &
donation 1o the rescue effore or send somne relief supplics)”

Picking up oo these words of hes universty-age daughter
her son, who was in his second year st jumsor high and had
past discovered suscasen, added with » laugh, “Yeah, Mom,
send money or some sspplies. As 3 volunteer pou'd pust get

) -
in the way

What her hasband said was reascmable, her daughter’s
gReston was emumently peactical, and ber son's ofthanded.-
ness, though it annoyed her & 2 was intended o, had LM
traeh to &, she bad 10 admit. She understood this. and cven
acepted it om an intellecraal level best wmehow & didn't st
nght with her emotionalls

She sent in a donstion and masded packages of relief
poods, bug the feeling thae she hadse dooe what was required
of her—or what she needed to G- —~nagped st her. When she
thought of the people who had lost their lives. their farnuly
members, their homes and belongings, she fek guilty \\.!llt:(
on with her comfortable, carefree life in {okyo as ﬂ_r.u;hcfg

had hapoened. She fel 2 need ro a;mbgnn: 0O 3CENeOns, 1o wav,

CHARM -

Fopiwe s U'm sorry. The fnct that she had 50 ides to whoms dhe
coukd make thae apology only made = harder 1o bear

Her depeession intenaified as life in [okyo began to eeturn
t0 sotmal—after those first days of staying gued 10 the TV
screen 1o keep up with the steady flow of repocts, then the
uproar ower the hoarding of muineral wager and other sapplies,
and finally the confumon caused by the rolling Blackouts due
to the crippled nuclesr power plants. Is March, hee daughter
coenmented that she didn't seem herself and Ber son asked
her if she was disting: by Apeil, they were both very woeried
abow herwher daughter suggestang that she maphe be genu
inely ilk and her som commenting co her dramaric weaght
boas.

Her basband told her that wmce the carthquake, many
were suffering from 'xrlm-;y and drpfnsrn. He bad read &
on an Internet sews wite, * Ihey wdentify wery scroogly with
the mictama . | feed the vame wiy, he sand, “Every moen-
ing | examme the list of the dead in the paper, looking foe
!;‘,4_"’ ‘l'.u' O '45" o “IK' hl\f - |3'~"’>' I!‘f ours , ?hiﬂk
about the dead, and the bitterness 1od gref of the survivors,
and | feel cheir pun almost like 2 was my own, whale the
fact that oy life goes oo precty much 23 ot was before the
earthquake grves me an indescribable feeling of . . . | donft
know . . . shame l’:u{-"c o work sk me o PO out -.!x-..ﬂ'(;.’g
like we used 1o do, but uince the disaater i just Soesn'’t foel
gt gosng our and having 3 drink.”

“Yea, but maybe that's st what you need. to 20 our and
forget aboct things,” replied Machiko, She made 3 half
hearved atresspe a¢ Bamter, but she understood how he fek.
And for her, there was the additional face that she had actu-

‘“) ll\\'.’ M 2 Do —!}‘NK)F'h -“1:'\' ."\': une '\YJf—l;’&( :\DJ
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o3 Fivedi Shpemuny,

been devistated by the tsunami. Mavbe some of bes former
Classmates were among the dead or masing Jt was all the
maore frustrating and diatressng because she had no way of
x -:mu' this '

It's l\«n a termble shock foe everyome, 50 it's ondy matural

- . - ] " ' :
to feel depeessed. They say it's better noe to dwell on i to0
much.”

.: ll[I“\-!u .

And, you know, like they say, time heals all wounds. In '
few weeks, the TV will go back to it usual mindless vaz Wty
whow )

w, and we'll o sepet about the poopie in the disaster areas
Fhat's how it alwars poes.”

That was true, But somebow, Machiko felt, 1t musnt be

m.
aldowed 1o be trie this tiese. And at any rane, she was wnable
to shake off her funk
b Y ™ _

You know, I'm: lhmkln‘,_ that when '.lunfl setthe dows a
2t 2 "y
il lrﬂ. I'd llkl L0 (N there”

“As & volunteer?™

™Not really. | poe wane to walk arcund, 1 wase to walk
through the town, and if ] happen to meet one of y old
scroalmates-

“"What would vou do?*

.\hm‘:l.n tlxv;v}.‘ about this for a while and st shook
her bead. “T honestly don’t know"

Her hud‘qnd Sooked at ber with an exmperated expressson

and saghed. But he dida't tell Ber not 10 20.

Lod it "
Machiko pot in couch with her mothes, who lived in the
courgrynde, and asked her to send fq"nhv,-::rh albums from

whee Machiko was iy ol.

' 1
‘.:'.Lt hdn. ;v.u,‘\" wWYerene (-‘(1\11:‘11) "“'t'i' w ‘\’; N

5 4 '}1 A — Y -~ 3 f . | S
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seat theve, Moat of them were of her famally, The only photo

of her classmmates wis Cext of the entire class soces alter she
had traralferved there

Pechaps because they all had such wiff, formal expres
o, or because it waa taken 30 soon afver she bad stasted &
3 sew school, she found = dufficult 1o match the {aces weh
I‘( wn {20t et s 'i (14 she retained of hn !‘tm'cis Y}NH‘

She po sred to them one at 2 time and tred 10 remens
bet who they wese, She couldat remember the full name of
2 )“""I onw. The Gzst maree of Cne, r}-f last of ancther, the
aickname of 3 thied. Not surprisingly, when she teed com
paring these [nagmencary memooies mth the srnes of evacu
st shelver ressdents listed by the ary hall, or the names
of the dead 3nd mussng From the sewspapen there were 00
snanches

Pt it was strgpoasible that oo of her tharey erght class
mates had been affected by the disaster. Several must have
had their homes washed sway, several st have loat Jowed
onts, and perhaps several were themaelves no Jonger of this
uurH.

The choehes and hasrstyles of the chuldeen in the photo-
graph wete unfashionable and ;mur"hwt;ﬂv-{ To be honest
they looked shabby, even poor. Macheko stood ost, She wins
Quite cheazly a aty g;:{.

"1 2dn't they ;--_'A om vou becaase yom casse from Tokyod
asked her som

"No. not 3 all, They weee all very nace o mw They wete
Mcepting and kind, and | tsghe them the games tha were

L'[--'.xr i Tokyo s those dags”
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Cames?”

: “Well, charsss, mostly, Fourth grade girls like that o
of thun

-

g
" } !n:mn: .

Her son didn®t seem 20 undesstand what she was ralk

N
ing about, bur her daughter, sanding close en gt to heas

smiled and nodded.

'- 'y o) -
oKL M ) 3
achiko } ad fxn,h' wr .u\\ MEER OULE 2 e

ber of chasma,
\ t.'"n

foe Friting over nervousness, a charm for avosd-
ing haming your teacher call on you when you: didn't know the
answer, 4 charm for find N wux“hm. you'd

for making wp with a friend

3 losz, & charm
Scene of the charma Machiko
had learned l roen obder grels at her school in ]nlr.\ and a few
whe had inverned o Ber ow B, 0 respotie to the needs of het
- ’ -

W ()LHH’I)!(‘

20 you bed o thetn? That's terridde

it u\\mJ' ke you decerved them hee MNuse you 'ha-\lt
they were hicks and wouldn know atry bettoet™

o, thae’s just Aow charms are " sasd Machiko, overnid
g her children’s peotests

May we mort N, o mater oW far ouwy from cad odher we
/St’ K,* z

lr s-rct:n{ w ."rr he ‘-)_! lmrrrld A chazm o h'u.l effect
to. Bat she had forpotten the sl important congent.

li’". ) - 5 o d
rranging her schedule at her part-ime job, Mackhsko was

[T . # y r
frally able to find the time foe 3 there day trip jast after the
mrrU.o’g May holaday.

& "
Soe hlled the station wagon with water, food. and what-

-

.
a
[~
-

ever telief supplies she could think of, made a reservation at 2

: ainess hote] cutssde the town and far enough inland that

was urtoached by the dissster, and st ot alone from l-.&.\v.

What was she intends TR to Jo She stil] Bad no answer &

that question

She Mft befoee duwn and headed nocth, She pot on the
caprraswa) and. aftes passng rh(-'v;g" the city and seburbs
and the scenery changed to open -numryn.k. she pealized,
very belaedly, that this was the fest overnight trip she had

takem o Ber own sinee she had gocten marmed twenty-four

YIS aguo

I'he ah\ Was st comang o am end when she armved a2 the

famibar town—though « had chang ped 3o radically that u

was no Jooger famaliar 10 her in the least

I'he area near the harbor was a burned-owt held After
the rsunamn had torn the housed off thetr foundatons, fires
broke out and buzned foe theee days and maghes. 1 here were
many moce fishing bours still washed up on fand than she had
n;w.lc-,’. I he H.rnm,‘ of the refnperated seafood warehouse
had wehsood the ware, but the contests had been washed
ounside by the force of the water. Aa overpowering stench of

rcens ¢ guily ;'c:h’-_‘f away ot the

g fuh filled the xr a0 Bocks «
puteeflying Hesh

I3 entire town, however, was ot desteoyed

The cown was sated 2t 2 lvh.r where the mountains came
down to the sea, 2o part of ® was eclevated inching up the
IO T 250 Ihe Jower area, chooac to the water, was

u':.':*'f-
koown to the locals as the flats, while the area nsing wp the

Utk sl.'v[-r was called the hesghas

- g g~ A — g —

-~ e g—
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Machiko had bved o the flars. When she was a girl, thee
had bees the main part of che city, and the heights was el
moee than terraced n’gn;}lf '-L'n cechards, and 2 sphnn-
kling of old farsmbouses 1n the traditsonal stvde, Kids bn )
in the Sats wed 1o ascend che steep roads and parhs kead =
up the mountainsde after school with the feecding of goeng
om 3 held tnp or embarking on an adventure; there was also »
large, setamed “nature ruriv." in the higher area that offered
3 woasderful view of the hasbor,

Bt mow the hesghes was very densely developed. The land
had been terraced, and rows of houses climbed wp the shope
The tosn hall bad been trasafesved there from the Hats sev
eral years ago, and in fact the certer of town seemed to haw
snowved 10 thes upland secton.

While all chat ressained of the flats was Beers of bulldoz.
ers, dump trucks, and Self-Defense Forces vebicles engaged in
chearnp and rebuilding, the hesghes was lasgely untouched by
the carthquake and punams. No Sses had broken out theee,
and Iife weex 0o i it had befoce the disaster. Boys” Duy carp
banners were flying in the May breeze

in that wogle moment on that single day, the town had
been cruelly splnt apart 2o two realms—a realm of dark-
ness and a eealm of light. Some of the families lming in the
facs may hase been wiped oue, while others managed 1o Bee
to safety, Though the homes of those in the hoghes escaped
destruction, some families had los relatives and fniends, while
others dad not. The arberransess of & was tragee and butrer,

Machiko drove chrough the lower part of the town, Not
only were all the homes gone, but almost anything that might
have entabled her to resember the way it wase She boked at

the address stpma e the electen ity poles, but ather the numes

. . 2
oil { HARM

5d been changed or she couldn’s place them in the geogra

rJn of her memony.

*
Her old schoal wis now an evacuaton cerier. | be 2u-

b deoes had been hifted to 3 school in the heights, and each

dassroomn was now the temmpoeary home of abowe ven farmules,
[he gymasiaim was 3 distribetion center bog rekxt y.'{‘flu\‘
sod ita walls had become 3 ant mcssage board, plastered
with notes inquirang hout mssng farmly members o g1

g the temporacy addresses where families whose homes had

been destroyed were now staying
. -
Machiko msed a2 conser of the wall
Before leaving Tokyo, she had scanned her class pheto

1 At end rhems
and peinted oot TAMEToUR COpES. She clipped them together,

huaryg them o= the wall, and sdded 2 note of her cwn.

I the Members of Home Room No. 1, Fourth
Grade, 1972, Municipal Elementary Sehool No. 2

Having heard that many people kot all che=
photo albums i the tsunams, | beowghs ths
shoto of our class, Please feel froe to take a copy.
. 1 am Machiko Harada, 2 member of the class.
My masden name i Yamameea. | bve Tokyo
rm;n' with my hasband and ewo children, I'm
sested secomd from the Jeft m the Front row i
erassferred into the cdass from Tokyo = Apeil, at
the beginning of the school prar, and w the Sl
lowing March, a the end of the school year, oy
Exzecly moved to Sapporo, 1o | waraferred chere,
My Aassmates wsed to call me "Mache™ Do yous

rememoet el
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When [ saw the teeribie destraction, [ fele )

: = 5 ,

had to do something, w0 T've come from JTokwo M
b . b - ‘

dtry ©F my Soemer clissemates seads chis note and

rernembers who | am, could you slesse DVE e 3

call ar che cel¥ phone sumber below?

Aftet sctacheny the letter to che wall, she el suddenly

snnows. When she } her chald
she had let her childeen read the better, they
were scathing:
I think some people could find i insessitive.”

—_— X
You haven't suffered unx‘.urg 3 3 pesulr of the desaster

ix: sone of those 1n the evacustion Cexter are certaim to hare
; |
- 4 = | : ;

t faoly sembers, 30 you veally shouldn’t write abour vour

own famdy 0 Tokyo”

Her hasband defended ber. sying

' o "Let her do it a3 she
poeases.” Then he followed # up wich the clincher: "She's sot
Reng 0 Aeas From ampone, anyway”

Bzt an 2 snstter of face, 3t the turme M

. hiko was confhident
Per wdes would Be 3 success She was oon

' : wenced that aow of
wr focmer classmates who read the Jetter would be c{;..s”y
post. Now that she had st ber e
Up oo the grmnasiues wall, however. thuae unfn';‘lde conk-
dence seemmed 20 TVErse el

n-qu‘pc alwu '.I)txr

3 transforming @eo an eqgually
groundiess anxiety. s

oy
Ihae night she staved swake sesl lace in the besiness

hoeeel but her cell phone never rang

Esrdy the = - . ;
y Ehe next morseng she went buck inro the town. Ber

there was on S :
45 Botieng for her to do, other thas to deive simlesaly

through the peles of debeis and rubble, She could shen up a¢ 4

roif CHARM .

olanteer at the town hall, bur for a woesan spproacheng Bity
with 00 special skills or traineng to volunteer for a ungle day
secrned far worse than the bother that her son had chaded her
for beang; it was insemastive Lo the POt of ol lensrveness

She drove arouad town several times. Her cell phone stull
did B0t ring,

As she neared the harboe, there were many r;d:lin in the
reets. She encountered 3 woman and her childres cheaning
up the rubble of their home and scraping away the mad with
3 shovel. Just ke Machiko's own family, there was an older

dsagheer and a younger son, Ihey were about the same age

35 her own' chdldren, in fact. Maybe che father wisn't there
becaase he was & work. Or maybe

She deove paat the house and stopped the car Perbugs
there was somethang she could do to help. But when e had
cursed off the engioe and undone ber sean belt, she suddenly
felt 3 great heaviness in her beart. She sighed. After murmar-
ing, “Moee a bother than & help,” she no boages fek the eneryy
to et our of the cat ..

She had no idea whether they would actaally take offense;
che st decided om her own that they wosld. in fact, though
she maghe noc have been mraach p()ﬂu‘x: help, the muthn' a'u.‘
bee children may have been glad just to have somecee offer.

Bex no—no, they woukdn't, Scesething wan wrong abons
it. Something was deeply suppeopniate She starved the
engime again and drove off. She accelersted rapidly on the
dusty road, s blacktop paving toem ol by the tsunami. She
Wi v.*_{)-i s hadn't gocten ot of the car. She should have
:uf-;:.i caclier thae there are some Times when 4 Wwoman
dhouldn't meddle, even with the best of intentacns

She pussed the boundary of dowseowa and got onto the
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highway. Head g for 2 oxy farther mnlsnd, chat hadn’t bees
bharmed by the tsunams e scclerated again, She seemed
o be turmsg her back on this town of her girlhood, to be
fleeing o

Wie on ] dory”

She had no idea

You'or oo old for st memsene
d No, & was F.«cxv.'y because of her apr thae she was foun-
dering so graceleasly.

The cell phone had still nee reng

Rather than feeling bad shout &, she found hervelf eelsewed

She drowe for a bog, long tune, unil cvening. She drove
sround and acound her old town. i oncles. .

Whenever she saw & conveniesce store, she would seom,
et oux of the ¢car. and put money 1n the collectscn boa l':'f
contnibutions o help those afflicted by the disaszer that was
invanably wrting next to the reguster. Her contribunions were

like excuses. she thoughe, kike apologies
Io wbom? For wba?

Here & = ir :
w Wi, and £ was no differess from when she ln_y

ln”uwm‘ n .{e.(-.'nmm back 1 Tokvo
She k to '
.~ drewe back to the town at evens " 41 1f 20 say pood-
. R L » - ’
ye. e went to the old “nature park® on the momneainside
to breng hey trip to 3 close by looking oue over the tomn
N .
When she was 2 girl it was a0 alencat untouched wild
space, boedered om theee sudes by woods, The woods had s
been completely : } .
= & | N 3
: I .. ;hufl with houses, and the sign over the
encrance read “Children's Park *

B el e f
The excellence of the view of the own and the ocean

e CMHASM

however, remained unchanged. The swings faced the sea. She
pemembered swinging on them, soaring higher and hagher
untd a giddy, uncontrollable thaill rose in ber chest and ahe
fek a if her momentum woulkd send ber Sying through the
bottcenless, open sky before hee. Seexng thue the swings were
stedl i the same place, she thoughe thar today’s elementary
school students must gulp with that same guddy thrill, when
suddenly she expersnced a flash of recall,

"Yea, yea!”™ she almost sad aloaud.

A foepotten memocy suddenly came back 1o her. For the
fest time since returning here, she remembered, cleacly, the

face of coe of her friends,

She was playieg in the park with Keiko, her best fnend. soon
afver she had Jearned thae 3¢ the end of the school year e
would be moving and tranaferring to 3 new achool.

Graduatzon was spproachung quickly; sot masy days were
keft before they'd have 10 say goodbye. Keiko was very sad
that Machiko was leaving, and she asked her to teach her 2
charm that would enable her to be reunited with 2 fraead who
bad moved away.

Machaho didn’t koow a chasm for dhae Be w0 pkaw.
Kako, and because she fervently wanted vo believe i such 2
charms herself, she invented one on the spur of the moment:

These were two swings in the park. They had to st cn the
vwings and push off, timing their ares %0 that as cee swung
forward, the other swung backwasd, higher and bagher, Afver
they had each swung thirty times, the charm started. When
your swing flew forward, you called out the other's name

You repeated chis tem times. Then you swuny = thes altes
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natzag rhythen ten more times, calling our when you warred
10 meet, Throughoue all of this. vou could nee look a yOur
friend’s face, You werr 0 Jook wraight ahead and say when
YOu W I | meet a5 quht"r 43 you u'uu b e llw WY \op
went Backward agzain

It was 2 fine charm, Machika theught, even of she had T
come up with it oo the ot The parts abour st boking ¢
yossr frend and t;wakm. as gasckly as ;\-uu‘v were cxactly
rl;: special touches you looked for in 2 chares

“Everyone in fokyo & de oung it —that Betle white lie was
the perfect finishing touch. Keiko sccepeed 2 unguestion-
wghy, and she immediatedy sind, “Lets do i Let's do it noa!"
and they climbed on the swis .

Keko was wery trosts = 'huugh: Macksko with 3 wry
sinile 23 she sar there 0n the bench aad took the class photo
on of hee pearse. These she was: woond row, fourth from the
ngat. Dugosally behind theis homeroom teaches She) the
our, with die fur of @ ioamery o a Machiko hightly beoughe
her Esper to the face of the ¢ girl with the bangs and steaaghe
shoulder- Lrn,rh urr, she fele 2 finy bet betzer

What was the duy they had wr for their rewns on? She
didn® remessber. Probab h something like “summes vaca
oo O, unable to wadke for sumeser | bhad l)n st % foe the
Colden Week sereme of hols adays in May) Whatever it had
been, the charm had sot .'!’Lf\. Machiko mowved away the
day after graduation and never saw Keiko spain

{ wouder bow Koo i: f&;v trrp:( mareyd bh 5y v and
i Bny Aeppdly wach ber fondly v & Plax fer from e detraction bere
Not just Kesko, Freryonr }wmw Everyone. Everyene Looking
at Ber class phoeo, hes eyes and fingery poung over each of het
classenates, she peayed with all hes heart that everyone had

sirvived

it CHMANM iy

Bt prayvng ond emongd. I goirg 1o rwing. I'e potng 9 Selirwr the
darm Mavke the o & vl work

She rose from the bench and walked toward the swings.

Just thes two clementary school garls came into the park
n);.r book bags strapped to ther backs, they were peobubly
soppang L0 Nu‘ on the w 1y hosse.

“We're in kack! They're free!™ cned one happily.

Loty burny!” u."amlxr.i the other, and they ran hand in
hand o the swings.

I wonder vt prade dhey've i, thought Machika, They l;-.n&
like fourth or fifth graders. They seemsed a4 littde old foe
swangs, but maybe it was became l}f_:, were Country ks,
moee mnnocent than girds their age i Tokyo, She smuled »
the thoughe. She sar back down on the bench, relsnquishang
the swings to them '

The prls both mmediacely siond up on the sears, looked
st each other as if cocrdinating some kind of prearranged
plan, and begas swingeg,

Forward, back, forwaed, back, forwsasd, back .
wwings were moving forward in an alternaneg :lnl}un "Ore,
" Each girl counted her swings as she went

. The two

1w, lhfff
forwasd. When they reached thirty, they ‘.‘-rgm C-.-.un:-g ot
each other's e

“Eoi-chas!”

"Hareka-chan!
"En-chan!”
“Hlareka-chan!
“Ervchant”
“Haruka-chan!

~chan!”
"Haruka-chan!™

sckly h
The ,-uh called the nasees ot quackly, ten tumes eac

- "O\p' S G S——
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Ihens they each took turns shouting, again as quickly &
they could, the ame phease, alternat g & each swung for.
ward, ten timses:

“Summer vacation!”

“Sumnemer vacation!*

“Semmer vacaton!”

“Summer vacation!”

Machiko rose from the bench aod stared st the girls n

avonushimess

They were boeh fourth grade students at Mum:npal [ernen-
tary Schoal No. 2. They wese bost frends, All the memben
of boch their families were safe, bue there homes, i the flats,
had been carned away by the sunami and their soghbor
hoods burned in the Sres thae fellowed. They weee poes-
wely biving i an evacuation center snd stending school i
the heights, bur one of them would soon be moving awsy
with her fnnu'y 60 stay with relatives ousade che tuwn 'n'r'v
would be separated,

But they wanted to0 see each oches agaan

They wanted 1o play cogether g,

When Machiko asked aboot the charm they had just
made, the el who was beaving saad thae & sxth grader had
taught i 2o het, and the gitl who was waning behind added
prondly that it was a tradivien thae had been possed down for
many, masy years at Municipal Elementary School No. 2.

“Yen, 2 tradition My father went to M:mi'fuJ [lemen
tary School N, 2, and be said they had chat charm feoen bis
o there. No other school knows 5 'y Just ourns,”

“The sexth grader said char s very powerful.”

THE CHARM

t cam make mirscles happen,”
"0 | know I'll see Ervchan agamn
“Yes, for sure. We'll see each other apn”

Kesko had tsught 2 to one of her friends Yo, ther oot

W % And then that friend bad taugle it to another, and &
had speead to younger students, eventually becoating a whoal
eradeicn, being passed on feoes REDNTation 1o pemeralion. . .

“Hey, lady, a2¢ you crying?”

'\\"ﬁ\.’ Dad 1 say something wrong? "

“She's peally crying”

"l sorry! \\'?‘:\'7"

Machiko understood. The cne e had wanted 10 tmeet
most of all in the town was herselfherself from boog ago.
And now uﬂvt}uug was all nghe, She was ol dere. Here was
the peoof thae she had lived Berr.

Ihe heavy feeling in her chest quictly evaporaced. Az last
she fele thae she could weep for sommeone. * You don't hase 1o
wiffer under cthat pall of depeession, unable to resmember any
oo’y face"——someont in ber mind, someone whase face the
couldn’t see, seemed 10 be speaking to her and softly patting

her back.

After the two girls had Jeft the park and che tracks of her
teass had dned, ber cell phone rang,

Ir st &¢ Knko—bat che momese she thought thae, she
Kpew it wis 100 nest,

i was 3 man, It was coe of the boys in her class. He said
his name was Hasegawa, He had et seen the phocograph in
the gymnasras. It Slled him with nostalea, and it made him

wry h)m'y. he saad,
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Hasegawa |, . Hasegaws ., . | lasegana ... Wih the pho
tograg®s in haod, Machiks swarched hes memary, but to ng
il He spoke to bes with a degree of foemabey thae scemed
to endicate that he didn'e actually remember he 1, exther

Maybe of she oked Bess to tell her whese he war i the
photo, she'd remsember Mo,

Machiko lifted hes gaze from the [J..u-,;u.;\'t and locked
towsad the devastated plain of the town She focused on it
She fek teass ming mn her €Yes again

“You came all the way from Tokyo hecasse of the pho-
tograph?*

“Yes, well ¢

“And where are yous now}”

After lem_.j_ .‘..L'.'l'-u..}.( and shaking the tears fromn her
eyes, Machiko ssad. “I'm sotry. Ues alre ady back in Tekwo"

O | see, I'es ery 1 didn't nocice pour msessage caslier,
ance you'd traveled all chist wyy*

Tl come again,” she eeplied wich a deciseveness thar sus-
pred ber, And pheased her

Hasepaws seermed equally pleased by hee repdr. "Yeu, cer
tandy. Plesse comme apan.” he saad in 3 vosce waddenly pasrhled
with emonon

"We're all having 2 husd tisse gt now, sad my fam.
Uy has been ving in an EVRCRMIn center uince the guake,
My mother i sezll Mussane | .. B please come ann next
FOOE . . Or of you can'’t saake then the year after o the
year after chae. when everyone s ack om therr feet and the
v as rebwaile, We'll have & reunios.”

Yex, she replied, Bt i waset encoph, As she sand 2, B
bowed deeply im the direction of the town she lowed and

o "J';\'r:-._{

wod £ of one of the
She ended the call and swood 0n the scat of cae of o

PR e [ :
How many years had it been since she'd been on 5 swing

She Bada't been to 2 park since her son had gone off 1o cle-
. wolkry school, 5o % st be neaely 2 decade. And consider
o _ ,

8 0 1 seat—mayhe
bty move sece e had sood Up O A4 swng se

ewo decades - ;
The soae was moach less seable than she had AREACEpated
' B LN

§ the chains shook as she twisted them Bur the swing
AN (=

woved showly. At st the aoc was ssall, but sdowly she gained
s y. At

TN UM , )
Hor charm would stast wth “Everyone™ ten times

Ihes "Neat spring” ten times
She bent ber knoes, then strisghtencd them again, asng

the recodl 10 power the swing ‘ l
[= Froot of het, the town she remembered so fondly began

o yway.
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one maghe chink, Miss Sato pulled the box down over ber and
crouched to her kaees

The bl aded Irom immde the bos, rything were
black. Prch black. And ar last Muss Sato coed. She crved foe
het solrary exntence and messocies of when et patents wepe
sull alive, She cried thinking about all the hamsters whe'd
rxjnrr.i one after the neat for the sake of humaze and the fiee
of her Box that was soon to be cot up,

Then, strangely encugh, after what seesmed Like apes, when
Miss Ssto had cried herself dry, the Midky Wiy and dis-
tang stars twinkded into view, now fleeting farcher and farther
away. There was noching asywhere asound. She reached o,
bet her arms and legs touched 20 bax, She wan 2 Jone speck,
adrift in vast, dark space

Yet even now ax she straimed her eyes, Miss Sato s
cerned the engpeiness was flled wieh faire flickering entities
Presences Jooging to be boen, sbe realized, precaely because
there was 2 woud. She couldn't make cut what they were, haby
bowes or embryonic stars, bur that hardly mactesed. Her owa
body now gooe, Man Sato dowdy ?eg)n oo understand that
mn dematersalinng she had become space itself looking on as
Beings camse 1o burth from nochingness,

Everything existed withen the box. Thae gue fecling was
ber last and wkimate awaseness,

Catzzens repocted the abandoned blue bax on the embank-
ment, and & staffer came to collect 2 that very day. When
they cur up the box, nobody sotced the single drop of water
that dripped from insde. No one knew that ma a fag, far cor

ner of the coumon a galaxy had been born

DREAM FROM A FISHERMAN'S BOAT

Barry )lmrgrau

!5 man, perhugs you mughe call him a philosopher of an

ofthand informal type, rents & Gsherman'’s ladke boat.
He wares a break from the duress of the woeld, even dhough
it's mot yet samnener (the tradimonal season of such maneuvers)
b iy,

He goes dnfieg in the watery world samewhere south of
Tokyo, off Kanagawa. In the boat’s sy steen, wrapped mn hus
blanket, he sloepa smoring in the open, under the frosty stam,
He wakes with the duwn. He smiles groggily. He toasts the
sun nsing from s floating pallet, and dnnks. He eefills his
sake bowl, and toasts again, and sets 1o refill

In his hazy drunkenness he feds a wave suddendy Lift his bede
craft. Soddenly bue gently, humpbacked, like 3 careful dolpben

His sake bosd with s lotus decoration tumbles off 25

perch. The man blinks ac & rolling sbout. A bad cemen.
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He ywings arcund muzzily and gazes after the low, solt
shouldered wave 2 1t pulses away shoveward, like a slighe h».i.
low in a sheer. On the heerron bevond, the g amang white
"‘{R‘ of Lotss Mountain .g‘-_“.e‘ ,ﬂ::!m::‘g wto the choudy
tky of the new day |

In the boat the man rubs bis unshaven dus. u.-.'..r-\u".
hearted. He chinks of 2 fearsome harbor wave: how, out in
the open water, & seems sotheng: 3 b«_mlp l"rr.ol.n reaches
the shoor and explodes wich the fury of a ponills whale, in an
oy of ternfying destructzon

The man shavers. With a3 cowardly glimpse lindward—;
phelosopher safely off in his Bosting woekd—he pu“\ b
':t';-&n.arnurvl him and soumbles down the wrp into l:‘r
Boat’s dack, cramped deeping haach. He x'-h his head on the
ronph peliow and deaws his Blasket up abowve hus n’rw 2
secks refuge from his foreboding in the macernal embeace of

shoep, which here umells of fish,
His soores doa't weeimisdate hus Feacs

In the man's dream, whach gently rocks, side to side, the ghost

: B
of the poet of the ages is on the narrow road to the deep
: Pt ©

north, Fle wears & Toshire with the ulk-screened image of 4

) M, ckery of
spectral Bamana teee, an ippeslizgly modest wlf-mock 1y <

his name, The poet’s ;':h.'n.r has paused in the neghbochood
of Senday, on the coast of Miyags Prefecture. He o sstting in
he tad. Besade hum hunches 3 native w00 o Sendal. as actoe
known for his way with mayhem and destruction—but as 2

bactler with honor and dignity, in & workd dewoid of these

L:“:.\“H:‘_“(A:'i-q,l*‘\'-.", POAY )
T'he actor is deessed in the styde of his soles in famoss yakurs
chromicles, 3 Jean, upnghe, fHierce ronaph, guy. Now “Shozo
Hirono” (his name in soenanos) and the prosty poet slume
vogether shoulder 10 shos Mer weepsng deunkenly smid the
mad and devastation sake boteles lysenp mpoed beside them.

Theough thes iray h.‘n:'u‘npc of disaster plod ghouts in
pully whee oufits. Bur they arent phosty; they're hazaed
wockers, They tradge among the trraddy, pummy Basures and
cracks thar widen iexorably i the Faumatzeed easth. Pos.
SONOME Ateam fises Ino the seunned az, ke 4 soxic bonag
vezson of the eternal Malky Wiy, "T will b JuSt 2z evermal *
thes litele pessanad vermion boasts and thieatens,

Heze and there, & bizaree sight, vends ig machuses be o
thewr muddied sides. Their inset speakers still dupense sasur
ances 1o all, in vosces bevadeas from facaway by little ceaven
(l')wlh!.(.

Everyoling & by, of s S and e netbiy for avpoar)
onare” assuse the disembodsed vosces from their beoken
vending machines.

he poet's ghoat and the fake yakuza shake cheir drunkes
heads “no.” curwing and bubbering,

[he moans of the \&r;-'c on bas lm&l'm.: Boat join in

Then the deeam on the boue whirls.

A gant wave thunders aboeg, like » wrange beast with a2
raging waterfall for 2 head and the twiitang, cceling body of
4 serpent-dragon. O its tummeleisccs neck perches the grand
old painter, feverishly dasking off sketches of the views of
Lotus Moureain as they flash byowss the gunt wave surpes

and writhes iroead Lotus Mounta B as if to knock & down,
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o rouhf s l-xh o e uh:‘-i “’Yh <'zn lu:n‘.(t p.nt rhg
od pasneer’s fappung sleeve, shom roofs and chimneys spea
and k. Thirty-uix, one huadeed——a thousand glimgaes of
the besseged ghistening white-capped pyrasead the old P nter
w trying i frenzy o cendes, Bt his brush is boog dey, his ink
bowd Jbong blown across B, his poges Jong scatrered i the
mayhem. He scraeches and stabs hes sketches on the withesed
flesh of his thagh with che wooden beed of his brush. The
wave's h(m).'f‘,: feoth tears at gray wisps on his old head, and
be cackles, hike a senile madman ully and ndwculows—dike
an artat whose great art has been engulfed and overwhelmed,
The grant wave'’s foam drenches him, slings itself on him ke
spctle from the foaming lips of a rabid glant

Thundening along, the grand old painees suddenly Saps
Ocx 3 scrawny sraning arm. M wrinkled face becosses 3
mask rven by angesh, as of comatructed from the fissured
and desolsted landscape below. He fatters 3 withered hand
wm wild desperation at the besieged Locus Mountain caseen
g heve, there, 10 his fous-binded wight. Fiis howls of grief
aze koot 1 the desolate thunder of the wawe

But they prerce the dreamer in his sleep

He jolts awake, gaspeng in the boar'’s dark hateh

“Lotes Mowszain—" he blures, his heart hammerang

Is it stilll there? Me mmnt go see, he must check, like & dusti-
ful soe Bot be stays where he iy, pacalyzed, Or rather, inest
Lacking courage in his foating woeld

He falls back apasn on his pillow, drawing the dim blanket

seocnd him, in hes bobbing hadeaway which smells of fish

When his deeam resumes, there is 2 semall farnily settang hud-

died on the cold, bure, moddy ground. They ace & facher, »

DREAM FROM A 118 e
mother, a young gir] who s the daughter, and 2 youter boy
who s the son. Usnder her weanness the gl has 2 braghe
chasming seellipence, so you cam mmagine that 1n an animae-
oon mone fable by 2 great animation dinector——a poet of
childhood, of s paine, its trials, s crdudstions—tche girl
would [‘h} the l’“"' ky hercene, Bur now she st cries quiet
hopeless tears with the rest of her family as they peepare 2
meal. The meal i only rice. IBey bave fashsoned it into 3
small comscal pyramid im their madst. In 3 way it resembies
3 child’s model of Loeus Mountain. The water wpply is noe
sale now, so they have bosled the nce in thess teass

Wuh baee fingers they begin nourishing themsehves, as
best they can, xoaqeng from the white pyrund of Dye, e

(B2 N the ,Jn(tnm’: grams

Thes 15 the doeam thae 2 man has, who fancied Msrself 3
phikosopher of Life of 2 minoe casypoing soet, down in the
hatch of a rented Bslerman’s boat, afleat on the world of a

Japancee sea
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Kazwmi Sacki

Translated by Jeffrey Hunter

Brﬂ‘u was just coming ot of the gymnasium
SManding in the schoolyard, [ caised mv hand & greet-

ing. He aw me imemedistely and came over.

lzews had told me that Beppo and bis family had Josc
their home in the tsunami, et were safe and sumnng at this
clementary school turned into an evacuation cester. When
izawy found Beppu here, he sasd, they hopped each ocher
and wepe; bex Beppu and | were boch commposed now, maybe
becsase of the poesence of the seporter who had pven me
a3 nde o the cereer in his emerpency vehacke, It was toward
eveming, and the smell of pork broch being cooked by Self-
Defense Foeces peescnnel Boated in the ae.

Quaete different from his usal “smooth coal® look—he

was a fan of Eikichi Yazaws and Tom Waits ~Beppa was
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somberly drexsed in jeams and a gray-and-Black-checked woek

shire, His hair, instead of being combed back and heanly

possaded, was laak and kesterless, and his chin hsd 2 sak

and-pepper scubble, but | was relieved to see him Lo Wing bet.
ter chan I'd expected. It was pe 3 week since the catastrophe
struck

“They're all donations, these chocher” he siod wieh 2 lh(-.ﬂ
gestursng dumissvely. Even so, [ could see 2 red Toshire peck-
g out froes under the shire. [ smiled.

Tm glad everyone in your Family is safe.” | aid. 41 was
really wornied when 1 heard your house had been bit. Izawa
was volurteering with the meals, and he past hugpened to see
your name on the list for this center. He's the one who Le e
know,”

“Yeah. ] guess he didn't think 1 was still slive, and whes
he saw e, be sarted Sawling 1 coukdn’t help meself, and |
starced, too™

As of 1o deflect actenion from hés shightly embarrassed
admisnon, he urped e 10 Cotne tnnide, actieg as if he were
srvating mw 1nto his osn home.

I hestated, not winting to disturb the other evacsation
center ressdents, bot be juse walked ahead saning, “Come o,
comne on in including the repoeter in his invrtation

“Best weren't you stepping outsade for sometheng?” | asked

Useag his index and middle finger Beppu mimed smok-
INg & Ogarettc,

We remsoved our shoes and carried them with us ingo
the gymnasium. The flocr was covered wuh Blankets, and
the large room packed with people. The reportes saked how
many these wese, and Beppa peplied that there were sboe

theee bundred. The walls of the gyannasatm, as well as those

MIYORIYAMA

of the school building and the hallways, were plastered with
potices about musseny penons,

I'Be gymaasum was c!ullj.'. With the v.']:plv-i:.-x ol s
following the disaster, there was 2 shortage of hesting oil,
There were warnings on TV 1o bewase of hypothermia, and
here many of the cldecly evacuees wese taghtly wrapped in
Nankets,

“This ws oy house now.” Beppa said, inducatzeg the bound-
anves of 2 space toward the froet of the gym, in the ssaddle of 3
row chose 20 the stage.

Aisdes in a checkerboard Layour allowed us to reach his
area. When | expeessed my surpmse at this, he said, “Yeah,
s funoy, et 27 Even in 2 place like this, people make these
neat walkwars, an.img_ the space into sections, See, 'm Dis-
erxt One, Parcel Three, People have to mark off thesr space,
you know."™ he expluned with 2 wry sinile.

Each pemson was alloeted the space of ose ta2ami. Siner
there were ux in Beppu's family, they had an area of sbout sx
tacami covered with Nackers | recogesred his PORITZESE saen,
an ekementary schoaol stadent, hyveg o his sade and playing a
Pokémon card game, bt the rest of the famdly was elsewbere

“Please, conw on " Hq'ru saed, with moee than & eouch
of woey.

We sat down on 3 camel-colored Blankes in one COrmeY

“Now, where's that tea) Or would you peeler coffeel™
asked Beppu crouchdng in froee of us

“There's no need for chat kuad of thing a a vime Like
this”™ I sasd, shaking my head and waving my hand emphacs
cally in protest.

Den’t be sille You tock the trouble 50 come visit s=e. |

anl send you off withowe ar Jesst 3 cup of vea” he sasd weh
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tumoeously thesenical exagperation. Me ented his "Bouse™
and headed towasd the stage. 1here were several benches wrh
cardboard bomes of food wippives and thermones of hoe water.

As | spped the half g of instast coffee he had grven
me, | noticed 2 copy of Selertions o Loy Pory cn the Nankes,
Beppu enjoyed literature, and he had ras 3 craem swchoal for
elesrentary and Junor hl..‘_h school swudests i his house, |
taught a writing cousse after | moved back from the ity to
my hometown here fifteen years 390, 1 had beens MIPPoaTang
et uinur.( doulde duty & an electncisn and 2 weiter, but
[ came down with asbestos poesaning hqv;-. was one of o
students, and we became occasional dnnking boddies. 1rawg
was another of my students.

"I ehought & might brisg me a lirrk peace of sund | had
2 frsend bring it to me,” Beppa said

'S0 "The realtn s in ruins, bue the hills and covers
remsaan 2 | auked delivering the oedy lsne From a Dufy poem
I knew by heart. T sighed and thoughe, no, the realm is
ruins—and %0 are e blls and riverr 1 had pat come from vise
ing, with che repoctes, the lintk harbor towe whete Beppa's
house once stood. The Self-Deferse Forces and police were
atall looking for the dead, and oaly emerpency vehucles were
alhowed ererance.

Beppa nodded silently

The reporter, his angle-lens reflex camers hanging from

hea neck. began to walk sround the CYACUINION Cerer

It seems a mirache that ' even here now. Sometimes | won-
der why. I wake up in the morning, rghe? [ think, am | dead
No, I'm alive

MYORSYAMA Vs

But somnehow, yera know, 1 sill doa't feel alive. It's like. .,
it's like I'm juse peetending to be alive

I was slone ac home when the carthguake hit, The kids
weze at school, and my wife was at the Community cencer, at
a thank-you party for the teacher of oue aldest dausghter, She
gradusted from jumsor hogh chus pring

Anryway, it was the strongest earthquake I've ever fele. The
Miyagy Prefecture offshore earthquake 3 few years carfier was
& Baccup compared wich it The shaksrg was incredible, and
i st went on and on. To be honest, | thought the howe was
goung 1o come down arcund me.

When the dhaking finally stopped, [ tned to dean w3
litle. The deeasers and book shelves had all voppied over, the
bezchen ospboard doces had Sown open and all the plaes
and dishes were oo the flooe, peeces. A compleve saens. |
was trysty to put chings in ceder when the grant sfvershocks
began, one sfter anoches, but [ wanted to grt the beoken ching
and glass swege up before the kids casee hame

Ihen che suthi chef from the restavsant next dooe came
and saxd I needed o get oux of there. Why would | want 1o
do thee, | asked, and he xaid char there might be 3 expnan
and | should po to an Evacuanon center, just in cae, Yeah
sure, | sand, puot hike Lase year. You remember, S5 Rezak-xan,
I was posag o go drinking wich you that Sunday 3t the end of
Febeuary last year, but then there wis the earthguake in Chile
and | canceled at the last sminuce because thes were waying we

should head 10 the evacuation comeer s cawe there was 2 txo.

nami? It's going to be the same again, [ choughe—sitting for

hours e the evacuation center in the COmITrssty conter, and
then nothing happens, and you end up gosng home again, |

wanted to get the house cleaned o 90 1 sasd oo, | was waying
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My wife had taken the caz, anyway, and | had 00 way to et
theee, And there hadn’t been any tsunami ware g Now of
course | know that with no electricity they couldn’t sound =
Bex the sudhi chef said he'd deive me i his car, and be
was very inmstent. | hat’s when | remembered that =y wife
had called mee before the cast hauake to say thae she'd left hey
cell phone at homse, and she ssked me to drop it off for ber
when 1 had 3 momens, There was nothing at all srange oe
different sbout the sea 3t that e, We started drving to the
evacuanon cester, but along the way there was a bag teaffic
jam. Nobody was moving, so [ said let’s get ou and walk. Juse
then | happened to ook back the way we'd come, 3nd 1 saw.
at the far end of the road, the strasghe horreoseal bine of a0
noredibly bage, wall, Mack ware comung toward us. At firse |
thought, no, it can't bewwa tsunami, Now | was really woe-
medd. 1 told the chef to pust leave the car where  was, and we
started runmang for our lives, cowand 2 pumior high school thae
was anocher dengnated emerpency evacuation cester. It was 3
litehe farther from the tsumases than the one we were potng to,
Jant as [ was abour 10 pass theough the school gatewsy, |
tripped over something and bt the dirt. The tsunami was
nght behund me, and it was 3 very close call.

At that poant Beppu, who had bees talking in a jovial tooe, as
if sharing & faney stocy, bughed.

Although 1 woeried it was inapproprise, | Laaghed oo,
“You played soccer n high school” [ said. “You mest be a
good runner,”

“Net anymaore. This was moce thas Sve bundred meters

My heart was pounding, and my begs felt like they were going

HITORIYAMA
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to fall off. . . . You know, you peobably think chat 2 Caanams
comes down om you from abowve, don't yees)™

I nodded, recalling 2 scone freen 2 surfieg flm, where the
crest of 3 wave, ooking like a shark’s mowh full of tharp
teeth, was engulfing 3 person fooms abowe,

That's noe what Bappens. It comes rophe after you while
pouTe runmng away feom i, lickang your heels, then pulls the
ground beaesth your feet sway, You get knocked off balance.
you Tall backwasds, then the next sepe pots poe”

Beppes wuddenly fell wlent, as if actually remembening the

scene he was drwnhng.

When | awoke 0o Masch 5% two duys after che carthquake,
which measssed magtude o0, | wood, 0 1 adwass do afres
[ et up, by the living room window and locked our 1o wa
After 2 moment, 1 rabbed oy eyes snd looked again

Pye lived o the ground Boor of thes apartment building,
which sits on top of 2 hill about one hundred mesers high, foe
thirteen yeaen, This morning sotnethy ng was different.

I'he red-and-white-banded chemaey of the waste incin-
erator plane stood, a)n-z)-:, a2 hicrle m. the left of the apart-
ment building. The face that no smoke bad risem from it since

the carthgaake, whes normally it burned every iy excepe

during the New Years lm.'s:’aﬁy. was not what | rxmcr;l. Wikae

I notsced, when =y eyes Brally focused, was that the forest
akong the coast had only cee . . . two . . . pst & handfal of
. " . -
pines. 3t looked Iike 2 scene of the African savanna thee vou
‘ !

WE D televEnon programs of [Juxogrx_:fn.

| - | )

! had pever poad mauch actentson to i before, bur that

» » -
stretch of land wed to be flled with green rows of chickly
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plarted punes than bad hugged the sandy shore, and the sea
gliersag beyond them. Now the line of pines looked like 2
comb with most of s teeth broken, | poess that's how = i, |
thowghe; you don't notace things until they're pone.

[he sea boomed and beciuse the pines were gone, it
seemed bigger, somehos: On both ades of the niver separa.
ing us from the pext town were aeveral ponds that hadn’
beens there before, dully reflectzng the sunlight.

I'hat azes wsed o be . . . howses! Ir came 1o me in a Hash,
Ihose ponds used to be houses!

The electncity had been off since the carthquake, 20 we
didn’s have TV, and the anly news repocts we could pet were
froms an emezpency eadro chat you had o crank 1w \hugr
Sexce the quake we'd been completely ocoupeed pucting the
house back in order and going for water, ince the water and
sewer wepe oxg, There hadn't been time to gaze cut the win-
Ao

A chall ran down 1y spene. [ had heard on the radio chat
the coastal areas had been har by che tsunami and hundreds
were killed, boe & hado’t really sunk in. Now | was seaing
incontrovertitle evidence that the horsor had actsally hap-
pemed. | hurned 1o the bedroom 1o wike oy wile.

Electrscity was restored three days later. We watched
the images that played over and over on TV, and | realized

thaz if | Bad seen this immanediately after the dmaater, the

scemes of people and cars and Bouses being swallowed and

vwept away by the wall of water, | wouldn't have been able
10 bear it

Then camwe the scenes of explosons at the nackear plasts
m neighboning Fukashima Prefecture. In front of our win.

dow, we cold see Self-Defesae Porces helicogeers corstamly

IO TA o
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fiyng back and feerh, Sre and tescue sirens wailed ROMALOR,

We were Glled with annety.

“Look. You can see ceal good from here.” sasd Beppu to his
dweghter, pointing toward the sea. "See the big beidge right
= front of the ocean? It's to the rmphe of thae”

“Ohy, there, O, Theres nothing there” Ais daughter,
wearing her jumor high school uniform, ssurmrered.

Five days after we had met in the evacuation cenger, Beppu
called to say that he was going to check the posted exam
reaults for hix eldess daughter. She had taken the entrance
exams for the hagh school ar the foce of the Mall where cur
apartmess seood, and he wondered if he mighe soop by,

Of course, | vepleed, and kesa than ten minetes later he armved
n & car driven by one of his friends. 1 asked how his daughter
had done, ez without answering, Beppu walked :xrmu‘.'{ the
nng tooes wiasdow. From behind, he Jooked equally as if he
-‘-N!Li [\( !“L'u.'y A }v:uu.! du;ix.' of 2 }u{r_;-y r(ulll or !r.\u)‘: (O
compose himself befoce snmounceg bad news

We were aill expenencing poweefud aftesshocks, so we'd
lasd cer stereo speakers and flooe Lamps flat on the Soor. The
clectncnty wis Buck, but we remained without water oe A,
o fifceen plastic bottles of dnnking water and two twercy
liter polpethylene contaness of water for cocking were also
lined up on the Boor, There were also two cardboard bexes of
cecrpency tations—rice, dried bread, canned foods. These
were the eseepency ratsons that we'd put togecher prioe to
the carchguake, having been told there was 2 TEIT YT Pt
cent chance of 3 major earthquake hittieg the area within

three decader
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We boled water on 3 propane-cylinder burner ca the

tabde.

“Beppa, encugh suspense! How did she d02” my wife

demanded, pounsg the tea as we sat around the litthe boestn
Six yeass younger than me. she's the same age 22 Beppu and i
corsaderably less formal wich ham

“You tell them,” Beppu sand o has daughter.

N.nhm,: and nmll:',:. e made a listle WV san with het
hnp’rv—:lmnﬂ. our of ug‘t below the 'd,“-' of the table

“Well thae’s wonderfull™ saad sy wile happedy.

"She was the only ane in her class to puss the exam foe
this school,” added Beppu, moce thas & vouch of :.‘(r‘n an has
YORY.

“That's pust great . . " 1 saad, stwmbling, “I'm scery, Im
afraid I've foegotten your name.”

“Nozomi. With the kanp for *hope’ and ‘ocean.”

"Right, Nowoen, You came up with that pame, didn’t
you, uq'}-u'."

Beppu threst out bis chin, pleased. He'd broughe Nowcen:
vo our house om several eccanons, and she seemed 1o be hus
favonite

“lase & mumne.” sad oy wife, as of remembering some-
thing, and she went 1o the kinchen, returning in & mossent
with some milk tea and pound cake.

“Let’s celebrate,” she sad, semiling, “I's 2 cake a frend o
Tokyo sent us in the emespency.”

Nowoen: softly brushed aside her bangs as she ate.

“Here, you can have mine, toa,” d Beppu, handing bet

has plate

MYORYAMA

I spent the naghtt the tsunam: het with Nozoma.

When [ reached the pamsor high school serving as an emer
RENCY EVAOUITION CONEeT, it was Full of evacuees, and the frome
stairs to the seoond floor were crowded with elderly pf-;f“lf
in wheclchasn from a eetivement home. | couldnt get wp thae
way, and paat abou then water starved rushang imeo the entry
way. | looked around, remembering an emergescy stairwell in
a comner and ran tomacd it | may hawve boens saved becane thes
was iy oid school, and | knew 2 30 well

[ pot to the second Boor, but the water kq-( nsing, o I
went up 0o the chird foor, and ﬁml.‘.. to the stairway landing
that led vo the roof, 1 spent the night om the fanding, It wa
cold. 3nd snow was falling Lightly, The wendows were broken,
everyone was wet, and we were all d'.xwrm,;. When the wacer
cetreated 2 bet, | gachered up dassroom curtains and uni-
foems from the soccer chub and handed them o to people,
Lo ‘r.'[;- hp"l off the cold. Then, 2 soene potnt, | not xod my
.:'x;g.‘:n was with me.

Our three kuds in clesentary school spent the nighe 2t
thert school, my wife stayed ar the commmnry center, and my
duaghoer and | were at the junioe hagh. 1 was woered about
the others, ] sat in 3 daxe unable to \j:\’al. pesl slarsog Al the
floor in the dack. Then 1 the maddle of the night Nozoonw
saad, “Look, Dad, the stars are so peetty” Who caces about
the stars ¢ a time like thes, 1 chought, bee | looked wp and
saw the sky filled with stars, Everything asound us was dark,
and the stars were the caly dhemenation. The earth had been
transformed into & helbsh realm, but the stars sill sparkled,

unchanged. . .
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“They ceally were besutsful”

My wife and 1 nodded.

I'll never focget the beasty of the starm that nughe, when
all the dlecencity in the town was off. There was & quarer

OOn, oo,

Qe afternoon 3 bethe more thas 2 month after the quake,
Beppa came by with 2 car. Some sake made theee duys before
the disaser had been miraculowly discovered amad the rub
ble of the sake l-«-»uy. which had been swepe onx to sea by

the sunami.
“The chief Eorwer @ coe of my students. MHe came all
he way to the evacustson center to ket me know” Beppu
expluned. And & alcobol wasnt allowed & the evacuation
certer, he asked me to 3in him for 2 dnnk, The buttosa on
his bloe shirt were open to reveal 2 fahy T-ahirt wach & ke
ness of Kiyoshiro lmawaso, Japan’s “King of Redk”

"Where dad you get the can?”™ | asked

"A= old high school friend whose company transferred

him 1o Tokyo this spring kent i to me whale be's away”

P«”m was the kind of gy who had a kot of Froends and

an in with everyone.

His own car, whach had been carried away by the tosname,
wits 3 compact, but this was 2 seven-pasenger station wagon,
and he had a hard tioe mancevering # oo the wandng road
down the hill from my house. Along the way there were

fallen cement-Block walls and \‘-.'\'ln;-«d showlders, The old

e thae coce wood on the opposte ude had been ccc‘{lnrb'

destroyed, and one lane was blocked ol to tzafhe.
"IN yous feel thae beg aftesshock the other day?™ asked

MYOEIYAMA o

Beppu when we goet onto the highway, Although the road
sppeared flat a2 Eent, che quakes had caused numerous AP
in the pavesnent, whach was wildly uneven, and the car podeed
n.-'rnll‘f

“Yeah, it was a big one.” | replied, grabbung ca to the
handle above the window to steady myself. “T doa't keow, u
feally . . . ROt 10 me somechow.”

1 hmlm; that the aftesshocks had peetty much submaded
we'd gotten the Furnicure and bookshelves back m place and
put !lunp aw3zy. Then we had another Quake, intenscy 6,
m.a.gm!u.‘r 7.4, slmost 2 ceplay of Mazch . Ik was A"t_r"'{v
dusvertring, as of the rog had been pulled out from under w
all over agan

Many of the buildings thar had scenchow survived the
firw quake were half oo rnm,’lrtr:j.' Gestroyed ?f,' the new one
[he carth beneath our spastment building bad sunk Gfteen
centimeters in the fiese guake. The second coe drepped o
am-::’vr N CINDEmters., (I}“‘M'(rg l?x walct pv;-ﬁ and creat-
ing Large Baures between the foundation and the !*_,'u.of-i.
where rags had taken up cessdence, The only poutive thing
was that there waant asother tsunama.

“Ir was the middle of the mghe, 100. Whenever there's
an afeeshock, the backboand of the baskechall hoop ax the
evacuation cerger rattlen”

O, yeah, the one that Sfolds up oo the cnling,” [ saud,

Well, = pant hamwm to be right ower where my family sheeps.
Whenewver it atarts catthog, | hag the kids to keep them
froms being afrasd Bt sonest have hxm\cmd dozens of times

already
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But char night, it wasn't raething, & was banging and shak
ing 50 mach | was afrasd w seaghe falll down on s at any min-
we. To make chings worse, the clectncty wat out, 20 o was
pech-blac k. 1 half stood s, covening the kids with nvy l-'-!y
in case the thing fell. Men were shouneg, “It’s a big ooe!™ and
o) T ‘:’f&f?.lfm"

Then suddenly the generator kicked in and the lights wese
nn--h;h: over ) lw ad

Everyone had their little heaters goutg thar night and the
gy was steaming bot, 30 [ was sleeping in my underwear. So
there | was, in my underweas, in the spotisghe! I'm goseg to be

nibbed about that for a long tume

"“Wow, this area = 2 tocal mess, Looks Like it's been com-
pletely wetouched snce the quake.”

“Yeah, you're right.”

Ow the way to get the sake, we drowe theough the ressden-
val area across the river from where Beppu’s house had been,
It was the same steetch of shoee that [ had looked at from the
living reom window, where all the pine trees had been washed
vy

[ knew a boe of prople who had bved beee. Someone told me
abowr 3 woman who watched as her hushand got carried away
by the taunami befoee her wery eyes, as he was trying 1o put
the car = the pukmg ot of the evacuation center. T har fust
day | vesared B PRy at the evacuatson centes, | deove 'hr-'ug".
here with the reporter, and eodsy. & moech lacer, it was stall
portty much the samse, although the water had receded » bet.

Flaetened cars were scatrered across a vast, sak-caked wdal

swamp, Asy Carn that still retained theit :lu,-c were enther

MYORIYAMA

marked with & white Xemeaning that the emergency crews

had searched them and found that they were aither empty

or their occupants were safe—or a red X, meaming that the
occupants were dead [ suw 2 decorative gold spoon oo the
gn.-unJ.' pune (recs orn up t'., the roots; adule u.‘lh‘-‘: adx
wenary of agronomnvy: framed photographs of Eamily mem-
bers, PENEranons back; 2 box of caioms that bad sprouted
long green shoots; cushoons; bedding: a chasr i the saddle
of an opens Beld, as if somecoe had been sxting there ureil 2
maotnenl o

Daily life had Been swepe away

"Nt a great yeas for Bower viewang, » 7" sad [k“m
oking down at bloascms on 3 beanch of a cherry tree chat

bad been mowed down along wirh che panes,

All nghe, we're here. That's wheee the sushy restaurane used o
be, and tha wis try house. You remember gosng to his place
with me, doa’t you, Shigezaki-san) Muss hawe been aboust
thirteen years ago, | goess. There was a ittle boy who wasted
w to play toy trasma with him, remember? Ihe chef’s son
He's 2 universsty stsdest sos. Last year he ente red the math
crnatics departenent of 2 national universicy, which means be's
senart. The sushi chef w inusting that he's going to reopen hus
restaurant here, but | wonder. The cxty 1 sping they aren’t
going to permit rebuskding near the shoee.

Me? Well my wife and kids are saying thae they domt

want to Come [\h'k bere to live, To v homent, | dont kaow

whar I'll do
It's all gome, mn't =, except foe the foundanon. This was

the entzywar, and my dasseoomn wis there, nght alfter you
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entered. The Hackboard was here, and the studems” desks
were here, The Bouse was 10 the buck, and my room was on
the second Hoor.

All thae survived was thas ome big platter for serving
sashimi. k% STADEY Lo A1) thas, but s alio kind of 4 celief 10
have it all gone like this, I'd been feeling & batde soack Laely,

Bke 1 was a2 2 dead end, poing nowhere

Surpe sed by that statemest, 1 looked mto Beppu's eyes, Bux |
couldn’t discern has real feelings.

"Want 1o go to Irponyama? " be asked saddenly

About two hundred mwters farther back from the sea wan
2 stnall man-made hall, The houses that had coce surroundad
w were all pome, bt the hill had withstood the tsunam..

Beppu coughed several times as we walked towand =,

Rught after the tsunami everything was wet from the
seawarer. and cthere were few ashestos or other [ux!uln n
the adr, bug now things had dned out, and the ur ek }N'l“\‘
with ashestos duat. Bulldozers were rumbling arowad nossly,
penhing the debres into piles. The cleanup effort was moving
forward at a quick pace and in a hitzle meore than 3 mooth,
s greac deal of the debra had been cleared away, cresting an
expanding vacast space. We called = debews, bur these were
the things that surrounded us, the objects that supported and
vearained our lives: 5o matver how many times 1 witnesaed #,
it was hard to bear watching 2 all treated as garbage

"You know, | never dream about things before the earth
quake. Orly what hageened after. It's moc thae | have night-
mares about the tsunamu or anything like, but . |

*Now that you mention i, it'’s the same with me,” | sad

HYORIYAMA ™

'Ru:;)? You vool ] don® ... it ke rwr_vt}nn!j around
e o (:‘;r-gm; 20 meach, and | Bave no cortred over 2. 1 find
it hard 10 thank cleardy. | waah [ could st Jeast somehow stop
teme from slippung away aloag with everything else,” said
Beppu soltly

Arl f‘:."(uuf') we found one lug pine tree stull ﬂ.ln.{:ng
in the maddle of the back of the hull. The chetry trees annd the
little shrine, about 3 meter square, that had ssood on cthe hadl
top were gooe, but the pene remained stubbomly anchored
s place.

“Someone who witnessed the tsunami, and suevived o
vell &, said chat the wave washed nghe over the top of the
tree,

I'he pune was abour cen mweoers tall,

Ihirceen years before, | Bad climbed thas hell with ﬂq-}u
when 1 was writing an articlk for 3 maganne. According to
the information I'd gathered st the e, there are more than
caghty places i Japan called Hiyoripama—"Weather Watch-

ing HEIL™ They're near harbors to the open sea, and noee of

them is taller than 2 hundred meters. In the old days, there

were specialists, expersenced weather watchers, who used
to ascend the hill observe the movement of the clouds and
the wind direction, and predice the weather, They probabdy
slso warched che tides and the Sighe of barda. Aad chey also
were the brss 10 soe wigna of an J;qvtuuhxﬂ,: tsunams after an
carthquake

| recalled chat there was a stone memonal with an inscrg-
taoes about tsnami at the foot of the path and kooked arcund
for .

It wan still there, toppled sadeways, on the oches nde

of the ball. Beppa and 1 read the imscription oo the large,
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rymmeser-tall soone aloud. working out the antaquated syntax

h‘w" bfl"

MONUNENT TOTHE EARTHQUAXE AND TSUNAM
BEWARE OF TSUNAMI FOLLOWING FARTHQUANKES

A powerful earthquake was suddenly felt a1 230 o
om Masch ), 1933, followed Sty misuses later By
gl wave accompaniod by a mighty roae. The wall of
waler Wi Len feet tall, forcing its way up e Natori
River and Nooding the area lrom Enko in the west o
Tocranbon snd Hirours [nket (n e souts. Mere San
twealy Somes wore inundated and several thirty-aoe.
chass reotonzed fabiag boats moored on the banks of
e Natori River wese wasbed mbore indo farmers”
fobds ot Yanaghara Though muarry seralier boals were
destroyed, fortusatoly Sero was 20 Joss of haman
or seimad life. The demage was mach groater In the
mland countics of Mono, Oubika, aad Motoyoshi
s woll as hwaie and Aoosowi prefoctures, doo o the
St thae the carthguake’™s polme of origin was s Be
ocean appeoaamaiely one Sondred fifty leagues cost.
northeast of Moust Kisks and e full Sorco of e
tsanans was blocked by the Oshika Peniassls, w0 Shat
oaly smaller waves roached the shore here. |

When wr reached the part “foctunasely theee wias no Joss of

human or ammal Life,” Beppu commented biverly, “It’s all
fu;‘pﬂm.‘ befoce. you see. And they made this mooument,
Ay l-“-nue'h DO OnNe was kll'x\L.

Standing atop this man-made Hiyorrpama, gust sx meten

it heaght, we bad am unfocgivingly open, wo-degree view.

HYONUYAMA 1~

The last ume ] was here, the hill was surrousded ba
bomes, and you couldn’t see the ocean. Now T was con-
fronted with a vista of dunes stretching ao the endless dis
tance and whete waves washing up against the shoeeline. To
the south, | couldn’ see as far ax the noclear power facilirses
in the neighboning prefectuse, bue the chimneys of the geo
thermal power-generacing facilines were vable: and to the
north 1 could sce the petrochemacal complex of the nduserial
port and the peninwals belind it Ope reason may have been
because all the coumstal trees had been washed sway,

Beppu motoned me 10 Jook behind us, and n the distance
we sxw the three television towers nsing from the hill where vy
apartenent building stood. We used to waech the freworks they

set off down Bete every sammer. It suddenly occsered 10 me

that in a way | also lnt;J on & Weather Watchang Hill,

At the top of Hiyoriyama were handmade memoenals o
the victzma of the dinaster, wich woeds and MEsSIPes WrNLen
on sceaps and slats of wood pasrged white. An eldedly woman,
her hands clisped together, was peaying,

“Lac’s 20 o where the sake beewery wed 1o be. Leawa ha
volemteered to wash the bottles, 50 hell probably be there, rea”

As we made our way back to the car, Beppu cold thes stocy

“Witaru overheard some of us adults 3t the evacuation
center talkang abour thes world' and the other weeld. Know
what he sd!”

“Wiatara—he's your youngest)™ | asked, remembering the
boy pleying with ha Pokémon cards,

“Yeu He sand, "So, Dad, what woeld are we en)’ He doexn'
talk about it, but he must have seen & kot of people bang
washed awayp”

Whae world 15 thas, | asked mpwelf, between thes one and

the other?




188 Kasnshge Abe

torce of this en-pear wave stuns s surfers, forecasters, 3ad the
surfing judpe, all gaping

Everyone s trambfixed, no one says 2 word—it's like bnns
3 a movie, overwhelmed not caly by the quantity of water
but also by the thunderoms, cven majestic rowr of the wave,
filling &n our silence

I'm woodesing whether this saphe Be as far as we get, if
we will ust stand here, unmoving, to the end, watch ing the
momerous wave, whes 1 hear a voice,

One surfer breaks from the group and dushes into the
surf. Asother follows, then a thand. They're paddling cowand
the wawe

he dragoa responds by revealing more snd more of itself,
spreadang s wings 10 strike a¢ these pathetic humans

The surfers try to ride and slide from the crest into 2
superiong nide. They all go down.

Thae doesat stop oeher warfers fooes running into the sea,
beusds in hand, sappeng them down into the water,

s about time, | seppose, for me 10 paddle ou, try to get 1o
the top of the wave.

| may fad again, bur st Jesse with chree hundsed people
watching how I go down, something of use may coene bob-
bong wp soeewhere, somehow

And whatever thae 5, 2 will bring us ane step closer o the
beeakthrough we're all wasting for,

Maybe then we can make 2 Friday unlike Aty other just
like every ocher.

I know we can do 2. Here I g0

LITTLE EUCALYPTUS LEAVES

Ryse Musakami

Teanslated by Radph McCarthy

In late summer 300, Typhooe No. u hit Japan, csanng

Saastrous Hooding and landdides in the Kansasi and Cho-
goku regrons and even :."lrnm!'_, in & senall way, my home
in Yokohama The winds were noching compared with whae
harder-hat areas expenienced but strong enough to topple the
eacalyptus 1 had planted in our garden two years ago. The
young tree, whach had grown about four meters tall was
snpped yast abowe the roots, 2ad in s fall crushed omr poum
and olive trees, even reaching our cable TV antenna on the
fence

I'm not one to putter in the gasden, bux 1 had vo do
something abowt the tree stretched out across the yard. |
had no tocls, however, 30 | went to the local home-and-

garden center. The store had & varicty of chain saws on dis-
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play. They made me think of Jascom in Frdey the g8, and

they looked like they'd be pezfect for dussemberning trees,
but since | could think of no other wie for such a thing, |
decaded i'd be wasteful o by one. | ended up purchasing
a repalar pruseng saw and an ane

I started by whacking off the smaller beanches with the
ane and used the saw oo the larger coes, and evestually |
redhuced the tree 1o & lmsbless prunk about tharry centumetens
in dasencter, | sawed whae was left inco Jogs about hifty cen-
teeneters Joog, splic them, and stacked them on the terrace.
Bacalyptus trees grow fase, so the wood was solt and easy o
saw theough, and very fragrant, oo, Known for s poserful
antueptac qualities, the cucalypous was apparently known a
the “Awstralsan fever tree”™ in pecognition of its role @n pre-
ventng the speead of malana.

P.un.‘”m; b leafy branches together proved moee strenu
ous and Lame-cunsuming, (.-u.hc!x‘}: the branches, poumning
thess to about the same Irngh. and tywng them into bundles
took nearly two hours, The thought occurred to me, 23 | wa
sweating from expending all thus encrgy, bow mimascule tha
was commpared with soenethang fike, say, the (:u.'up afcer 3/'m
[his was puse oo tree. Cleanup after 1/0 was beyond mcon-

\t‘.\‘bN(.

About two months before the fall of oy c\.cabp(m. 1 bad
eraveled 10 Méyags Prefectuee to do research for 2 telen-
sion peogram | host, Four months had passed since 3/, But
rubble and debris of every imagenalle soct still lirtered che
Landscape. Adong the cost of Senda, 2 city whose hinances

are on relatively solid ground, a gigamic disposal and recy-

gt

clieg sre had been sex wp and construcnon had begun on
& large incineration Facility. At the dsposal site, the refuse
was separated by category—concoete, metal, plastic, whicles,
sppliances, lhumbez, scrap wood, dire, teatiles, and oo and on
I'hey wete 18 encemous pb thar called o mind the Pyea-
muds of Egype. It was surreal. The hoe midsummer sun beat
down, ssllions of flies buzaed about, and 3 repugnant odor
hung in the air. 1 began to feel that 1 had no basness secing
this It was & strasge soet of dégd vl had felr sumilarly
upon st veewing N-:(-:-gli;"'n of Auschwitz. | resnembered
one of a warchowse in which the possessions of gas chamber
victims—shoes, clothing, jewelry eyeglasses, even Jocks of
hasr—had been socted o varsous peles,

I Jeft Sendas for Okumatsashima, where a sumber of wil.
Lages sulll lay in resns, The devastation seemed endless: 2 Sah-
wng boat split in two, grounded o somcone’s porch; caes and
tracks half bursed in the mounds of mad owessde Hatrenad
Botses; acraps of lumber and chunks of concrese ens lndtd =)
the felled remains of trees. And everywhere you looked were
Inthe red ﬁag\ with names wntten om them, marking spots
where wictime’ bodies had been discovered. These flags were
reminders that the debrss wasnt mere wreckage thae needed
to be cleared awary b nather matenials, equipment, and tools

that bad )u;v:’-‘ﬂnf and stained [-n-r"lr'\ biven,

After remoning the hoerzoatal eacalypous from our garden,
I went back 1o my real job 1 had reseasch to do for the nowel
I'm workung on The book [ was reading, Ulster’ dile cheritacdy
"The Heroes Who Died of Searvatson), by Ak Fupwan,

claimed that the maonty of f::\i-‘m troops who died der-
jord) ; t
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ing the war in the Pacific died not in battde but of stasva

oo, malsutnition, and desecase. The [=peral Japanese Artny
had 2ot cnly ipmoced lopatacs b gave Lrtle conuderation to
gv«'-gn;\"y and clumare 23 #t continued o send troops to the
Solomon Ilasds, New Guinea, Burssa, the Hn:-m'mr\ and
other battde 2omen. The result was 3 sagayring number of
collaress] deatha,

In May wg2, hopeng to Capture strmepcally impostan
Port Moresty on the southern comsr of New Guinea, the
Imperal Armoy decaded vo blaze 1 trail overland from Bess on
the neethern coae. The nth Arssy's South Seas Task Foece,
stacioned at the froamt, expeossed cthe opuson that an overland
attack was not feasible. Between Buna and Poer Moceaby were
oo kalometens of dense tropacal jungle, and busecting the iland
was the Owen Stanley R ange, wirh moustains as ."n,j.". A8 4500
mevers. | Bere were no roads, meaning that sheer manpower
was required 1o keep the troops supphied with food. Under che
peevailing comditions, the ssost 3 man could carry was 2« kilo-
grassa of the main staple, rice, and commcdening the topograpdy
and chimnae, he coulda’t have traveled cn fooe moer than about
twenty kilometers & day, If you suberact the amount of nice
that the bearer himself would corsume. in onder to wpport
a foree of $400 roops, each fequanng (oo grams of eace per
-.‘!l.r. ('r armwy w-:u:.! ltth’ 2000 INED =T :hul SIE Limnes
the highting foece iaclf In ocher woeds, & land sttack was »
peactical impossibality. Beet the planners of the war padged
the opumion of the fromline tak force, which scoually keew
the Jocal condmtions, 10 be “ovesh pesimistic” and gnoeed
2, The artack on Port Mocesby was launched. and withis 2
month, food supplics ean o, The troops ended up not bat.
thng the enemy, bue having to batele ssarvanion

Why was smuch 2 reckless and irraticnal srategy ;rf{k-

mented? The pancipal reasons would sppear 1o be the lm;-o
nal Army's disdain foe bogitics and kocal m:t”n,)'n‘r; thae
fanatical adealism; ther dusregard for the husman rghes of therr
own roope; and the enflexdle, pyramid-style chain of coms-
mand. Some of these characeerstxes of the old ArLey rermain,
woecformed, in many Japanese organtratioes today, although
2 can't be denved that alot of progress has been made
Immediaeeh hv”nwm.( /=, mage than 000 members of
the Self-Deferne Foeces partstipated in pesoee Operataons in
the disaster area. The entire SDF coaints of sooe 24000
troops, Whar with logatical support, eotation of personnel,
inlormation gacheneyg, and communications, one wonders
i virtually every person in the SOF wam't involved. Foeoes
mobilized from the Ground SDF aloee included the Noeth-
castem ,'\!m’\') 6th and -‘,lh ll'llnt'ﬂ\, the Narthern '\v:--.‘v')
1=d Dimision, sth and sth Beigades, 7th DIHQ, 10d 15t Artil
lesy Beagade; the BEastern Azmy's 12 Diyvigon, uach Bewgade, e
Eagineer Brgade, and Logistic Suppart Group; the Middle
Army's sod xnd weh Divisions, sth and oth Bewgades, and 4th
Enganeer Brgade; and the Western Army's 4th and 8th Divi
sices and ssth Brigade: sot to mestion its Ceseral Readiness
Force, 1t Astborne Beigade, s Helwopter Bogade, Central
Nucheat Beological Chemical \\'u;,\:nb Defense Ung, and

NBC Comnter Modical Uni, In the four days following che
carthguake and tsunami, these forces rescued some IO OO0
people.

If the SDF had retained the worst charactenistics of the
old Impersal Army, Bfelines of vanous sorts would have
rernained severed 0 the disaster area. It's unlikely that an

organization ke thae could have rescued w000 tn four davs
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Tem years ago ] weote a novel in which 2 maddle school studese
delivers a speech before the National Diet. “This coursry has
tc’l‘.:.'l}t!r‘ﬁ. he declares, "You can find whatever you want
here. The only thing you can'’t find is hope.” I mentioned this
i an artiche [ wooee sheetdy after the iniial dicasrer, which
concluded as follows;

“Todsy evacuation centers whete vupedly [ines huve broken
down are facing serioun shortages of everything, echuding
food, water, and ssedscines. We have had whortages of goods
sad power i the Tokyo ares as well l;\tt.\\)()(.l lifestyle s
theeatened, and the governesent and wxility cotmpanies hawe
not pesponded aJrq;au}; Yer, for all we've lost. there's one
:l:mg we have reguined. The great exrthouake and tsusasy
Bave robbed ws of resources, civic services, 3ad many lives,
but we who were 50 intonicated with our own pecupernty have

ONde agan yluurd the seed of h.';f."

Whether thae hope has taken root and sprouted, these several
months after 3 /u, is not 2 certainty. Hope is like Gk I’
3 notiom or feeling that things will be Better in the fgure,
and it becomes necessary when misfortune makes it difficed
o go on liming We see quintessential exssples of thar in
refugee camps around the world 2nd in nations and oOIons
ravaged by war and civil sunde. People who find themasclves
1 & scorched postwar wasteland bereft of their homes, theis
wealth, their famibies, seed to Jook foe hoge sommewhere
After 1/u, the wood hepe popped up everywhere in Japan
The recomssendations subenitted by the Reconstrection
Dengn Council in Response 10 the Grest East Japan Easth-
quake, coovened by the peune minister, Naceo Kan carned

VOALYPTUS LEAVES

s

the subtike 'H-?pf Beyond the Disastes” Japen has bees

smdaced with the word, but I'm not 50 sure that the PopU-

Lace is fllled with the coaviction that 2 better future is COtmng

Lve come 1o feel, howewer, chat Bope n't something thae
permeates the whole, Hope sn't bom all 5t cece, Iike bads
CrVpOing 10 sprasg: nor does = erelop the la:‘.!wa[ve like

treshly fallen seow.

After the cacalypeus tree was disposed of, 1 dned some
of the wood shavings in the sen and then put them inco
s wizeglass on my desk. Befoee beginsang woek, | drop
some cucalyptus essential ol om this hommemade potpours,
and a refreshing, inngoeating fragrance flls sy study, I've
never had any intevest i arcenatherapy and such, but | was
sechsced by the scene thae hung in the air when ] was 1awing
theough that tree.

[ also saved about ten twigs to use as cuttings, After 2 bit
of research on the Web, | sosked the ends in water for 3 duy
and a night, planted them in seall clay poes, and lined them
up on sop of my bookahelf, It'll be & couple of months before
[ ksow if sy cuntings will take rooe and grow, Bur & makes
me feed pood to see the “baly™ leaves om the ends of the o
tings waver in the breeze from the window

[ think that maybe dope & like one of those hitle eusca-
lyptzs keaves, You suddenly become awiare of its existence and
pocestial; you hgure cut what you need 1o do, and you set
goals: you gather informanon and knowledpe snd, of neces
sary. caparal: and thes you take sction. Wharever the scale of
the project, the boads of hope at fiest seem tiny—insignificars
and unecliablle, There's 50 way 10 be sure thas they'll really
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bloascen. Bug oace you make the first step forward, possibals
s begin to take shape and show themselves,

Karsunobu Sakurai, the mavoe of the ey of Manamiscena,
which was devastated in the carthquake and tsanami and
cortaminated with radation as a result of che Fukushima
Datichi soclear disaster, had thes 1o say abost recovery and
PECONSITICTION:

“If we bring = general contractons {roe= [okyo, whooe
recovery are we talking abou? We'll do the work here owr
seives. The Mintstry of the Envircament permies burial of
waste with readings of up to $,000 beaquercls, The tsunami
breakwater was destroyed, and the cosatal region & flooded
each tume there's 2 typhoon of big waves of a particularly
high tide. The imporant theeg here is 1o rebuild the infra
structure. ' We'll constract a bagger breakwater and bury the
waste with acoepeable radiatson Jevels beband it. What we call
debein was once the seulf of ;:cuplc'l aves. We're wut'llng on
2 plans for a peotective shoreline forest wo be planted om 10p
of the rechiimed land. And we're looking 2 husdred years,
two hundred years down the road. We need to go about this
calmdy and steadely™ (Ame, /8 301).

Bods of hope are definntely poppang out, cae by one

AFTER THE DISASTER,
BEFORE THE DISASTER

-

SIS~

l )J‘.T.‘.’ P cace

[n aw emTpeny d 4y b rerf_ ol o e

less, %0 say e loast. Over oot exgpenionse oy Mlped

exposs the ul:w.m'tu‘..'w .jt' &l eraanv mdrancun
Rowwinarions on the Earrhgualy,

Sakochi Kan, » 23

5 frer the disaster, Rytinosuke bved for four more yeass

Befome the disaster, Rydnosuke had been in has stndy

in hes Bome e Tabues, 15 the socth of Tokya “u-:u(_lu-;.(
the moemung, there had been besef showers and a strong wind
while Rytinosuke read sewspaper repocts on the formation

of a mew cabenet under Count Yamameto, Jeat befoee noon,

he Bad fnashed che last artacle and it & agarette when he felt
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